4 Sabah

Q ‘ ‘) Wetlands

Y@Vl Conservation
= e

MANGROVES REPLANTING — DOUBLE DOSES OF GOODNESS

The mangroves replantfing project at Sulaman Forest Reserve, Tuaran,
under the sponsorship of Mullion Co. Inc., Japan, is progressing well and
most encouragingly. Under the leadership of Bobby Alex, KKWC's Officer-
In-Charge, the project sets to achieve its current 2nd year phase in a
timely manner. A major part of the achievement is due to the enthusiasm
and support from the various volunteer groups that wilingly come and
lend their hands, and down to mud and water, no matter rain or shine,
just so they can conftribute towards the restoration of mangroves. The
volunteers are indeed invaluable assets to this program. Through this pro-
ject, SWCS seizes the opportunities to spread and reinforce the aware-
ness on the importance of mangroves and wetlands to humanities. Most,
if not all of these volunteers, will walk out and never see mangroves the
same way again — a furn around from the perception of being a waste-
land to precious, live-saving land. This program is a monthly once activity;
however, this month saw two groups carrying out replanting in two sepa-
rate days. On 26/3/2011, students from Montfort Youth Training Centre,
Kinarut, took to the ground and then followed by a group of students
from Ngee Ann Polytechnics, Singapore, on 31/3/2011. Collective, they
planted 1,000 saplings! A big thank you to them.
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Sabah Wetlands
Conservation Society (SWCS)
/ Pertubuhan Pemuliharaan Tanah
Lembap Sabah,
was established on
22 August 2005

To promote the conservation of
wetlands in Sabah and the variety
of plants, birds and other kinds of
organisms found in them.

To raise public awareness and ap-
preciation of wetlands and public
involvement
lands.

in protecting wet-

To manage Kota Kinabalu Wet-
land Cenfre (KKWC) as a model
wetlands centre for the purpose of
conservation, education,
fion, fourism and research.

recrea-

Organised by the Sabah For-

# 7 estry Department (SFD), the EU
© "~ Ambassadors final itinerary of

Bobby Alex of KKWC instills
the importance of man-
groves to students from Ngee

The astounding result of dou-
ble planting. Volunteers’ vital
role in restoration can never
be mentioned enough.

mud — an experience these
students described as rare
and horizon expanding.

In a commemorative shot of Brief stop at Sulaman man-
their visit to KKWC. groves replanting site.

Jocelyn Maluda heads the
mangroves awareness tour.

the day on 25/3/2011 was a
tour around the mangrove for-
ests at KKWC. Earlier on, they
briefly stopped at the Sulaman
replanting site, a land belong-
ing to SFD and replanted with

P mangroves by SWCS. It was an
I honour to have the dignitaries’

presence and to be able to
create awareness on the mis-
sion and vision of SWCS
among these international
community who was clearly
impressed by these efforts.

If you have any enquiries regarding Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society, please e-mail us at swes@sabahwetlands.org.
Kota Kinabalu Wetland Centre, Off JIn Bukit Bendera Upper, 88400 Likas, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia.
Tel: +60 88 246 955 Fax: +60 88 247 955 Website: www.sabahwetlands.org
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Junior KK Division of The Boy’s
Brigade turned up in a stagger-
ing number of 70 and swept up
fallen dry leaves in a storm.

Jocelyn Maluda, Education Officer of KKWC, took the lead to dissemi-

Staff from Biro Pengaduan Awam,
Sabah, made time to fill poly bags
with soil, the very beginning of a
new life of a mangrove ftree.
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nate valuable information on mangroves to students from a Japanese
University. The authentic mangroves ambience at KKWC helped stu-
dents to absorb more readily the awareness that are being imparted.

L.
2 e
Two Young Japanese ladies were
seeking the experience of walking
in mud and planting mangrove
trees. Their quest took them to Sa-
bah, Malaysia, and to the man-
grove forest right in the heart of the
city — the Kota Kinabalu Wetland
Centre— and fulfilled their dreams.

Sponsorship on banner painting
continue to pour in during the
month of March. At top left, stu-
dents from S.M. La Salle splashed
their creativity on a banner cloth,
a painting sponsored by Shangri-
La Tanjung Aru Resort. While at
top right, staff from Shangri-La
Rasa Ria Resort, Tuaran, tried their
artistic hands onto the banner
sponsored by their own resort.
SWCS would like to express its
sincere thanks and appreciation
to these two chain resorts for their
kind sponsorships.

UP AND COMING EVENTS IN KKWC — April 2011

S.M. All Saints students devoted

number of poly bags filled with
soil for seedlings insertion.

ENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTARY WORK — THE PULSE OF CONSERVATION
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Another S.M. All Saints group
cleared weeds and long
grasses from the pond and
uncovered clearer water.

afternoon to increase the

TO CREATE AWARENESS ON MANGROVES

Japan'’s Seishin Girls High school students benefitted greatly
from Seigo Murakami, a Japanese volunteer at KKWC. The
morning shower did not dampen the spirit to learn and the
program was completed successfully.
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"What fascinated me is the home e
of the mud skipper, which is the
soil mound made by the mud lob-
sters. I've never seen it before. It's
also so peaceful in there and | like
to hear the sounds of pop, pop,
pop; so amazing. My daughter is
also involved in mangroves replanting in Sydney, Austra-
lia, so I'm very familiar with mangroves forest and I'm still
amazed what | see and hear here.”

Jenny Dalby, Sydney, Australia, 19/3/2011

“This place is a good start for §
bird watching in our birding
journey throughout Sabah.

1 Environmental Voluntary Work by S.M. All Saints students
3  Environmental Education Program with UiTM undergraduates
9  Sketches on mangroves by members of Persatuan Seni Visual Sabah

12 Environmental Voluntary Work by Monfort Youth Training Centre
13 Educational visit from Marine Park Labuan

14  Ramsar Workshop

20

Environmental Education Program for Kampus Intan Sabah
Mangroves replanting at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve, Tuaran

* List is not exhaustive; new events occur from time to time

We have not even ventured
deep into the mangroves
and already, we have seen
and captured several inter-
esting birds with our cameras. We'll be uploading
those photos in our website once we get back
home in Denmark.”

Mr & Mrs, SOseole Schr@der, Denmark, 4/3/2011

Editor-in-Chief: Bobby Alex of KKWC, Supported by Team at KKWC and SWCS; Images property of SWCS

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of the Income Tax Act 1967




