
Our Objectives:  

 

To promote the conservation of 

wetlands in Sabah and the  variety 

of plants, birds and other kinds of 

organisms found in them.  

~ 

To raise public awareness and ap-

preciation of wetlands and public 

involvement in protecting wet-

lands.  

~ 

To manage Kota Kinabalu Wet-

lands (KK Wetlands) as a model 

wetlands centre for the purpose of 

conservation, education, recrea-

tion, tourism and research.  
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THE SABAH ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 2011: SWCS RECOGNISED FOR ITS 

CONSERVATION EFFORT  

30 September was a night to appreciate the deserving individuals and 

organizations involved in the Governmentõs campaigns relating to the 

environment. Several high achievement awards were given during the 

Petronas -sponsored night, organised by the Environmental Action Centre. 

SWCSõ conservation effort was crowned with the òMost Outstanding Non-

Governmentaló Award handed out by YB Datuk Masidi Manjun, Minister 

of Tourism, Culture and Environment, Sabah. Among many aspects, SWCS 

is noted particularly for its mangrove awareness, conservation and edu-

cation program as well as its mangrove restoration program that are ac-

tively being carried out.    

SWCS would like to acknowledge its deepest gratitude to all Exco and 

Management Team members, staff, volunteers, all individuals and organi-

zations who have contributed to SWCS in achieving this recognition.  

A Celebration of Wetlands (Left to right) Brightly adorned to receive the appreciation award 

at the Shangri -La Tanjung Aru Resort, Kota Kinabalu, are Tan Hui Shim, Datuk Verus Aman 

Sham (holding up the  award trophy), Encik Omar Abdul Kadir, Lucia Loijim, Alex Yong, 

Jocelyn Maluda, Barbara Pforte, Lee Ka Han, Lee Yoon Ling and Seigo Murakami.  

 

Miss Barbara Pforte of Germany concluded her two -month internship with SWCS on 30/9/2011, the day SWCS received its recognition 

award. Barbara could not be more delighted that her last day coincided with the award night which she had the honor to attend  

(top right pix). Currently doing her Master Program in Forest Ecology and Management at Albert -Ludwigs -University of Freiburg, G er-

many, Barbara came to KK Wetlands with the aim to acquiring a more holistic understanding of nature conservation and to makin g 

a contribution to the efforts of KK Wetlands. True to her intention, Barbara immersed herself in most of KK Wetlandsõ activities which 

being Environmental Education Program, Wastewater Management, Outreach Program, mangroves replanting and many others. 

She described her experience in KK Wetlands as truly rewarding, enriching and beneficial towards completing her Master Degree . 

Widely travelled, she had lived in many parts of the world including Kuwait, Lesotho and South Africa, to name just a few, fo llowing 

her parents. She targeted Sabah to be her next destination as she searched for a place for internship in Southeast Asia. It t urned out 

to be the best decision; she quips: ò KK Wetlands, being close to the city, has an amazing range of biodiversity. Iõm lucky to b e doing 

my internship here. I hope to come back someday to do more here, or in any parts of Sabah. The people are friendly and helpfu l 

which makes it easy to go around. My deep thanks to everyone involved for making my internship in KK Wetlands possible.ó Before 

leaving, Barbara had kindly shared her knowledge on Miradi, a software used for devising and monitoring conservation program.  

mailto:swcs@sabahwetlands.org
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WISE USE OF MANGROVEñAN EDUCATIONAL PROJECT FOR THE COMMUNITY LIVING IN KOTA KINABALU 

SWCS, in collaboration with the Embassy of Finland Kuala Lumpur, initiated this educational project to tar-

get a total of 300 local people in Kota Kinabalu throughout the months of September 2011 until May 2012.  

This project seeks to engage the local community of different ages, family, schools, clubs or organizations 

to have better understanding of the mangrove ecosystems and its wise use.  Five different programmes 

are introduced on wise use of mangroves which include making of handicrafts, dyeing of clothes from 

tannin extraction, discovering food sources, making charcoal, and, identifying medicinal products from 

mangrove resources.  

Local community is provided with information on mangrove ecosystems and gather hands -on experience 

in producing products from materials found in the mangroves. It is hoped that by understanding the pro-

duction process, they will appreciate the nature resources, as well as respect the effort and skills of those 

communities that make the products.  

The project opens an avenue for elders in the local village communities to act as mentors, by passing their 

knowledge and experiences to the next generation especially the young ones. They are the future care-

takers of our mangroves, and basic knowledge and skills on using mangroves wisely should be honed dur-

ing their formative years. Hand in hand with this, local lore and culture get to be preserved.  

Staff visit to Kampung Pen-

imbawan, Tuaran. Nestled 

among the mangroves in 

an idyllic, coastal setting, 

the community here has 

been dependent on man-

groves for generations to 

sustain their livelihood.  

1st Wise Use of Mangrove 

Workshop on 10/9/2011 with 

students from SMK Bahang, 

Penampang, facilitated by 

Lee Ka Han, Conservation 

and Science Officer of 

SWCS and assisted by Seigo 

Murakami and Barbara 

Pforte.  

Theme for workshop: 

ôHandicraftñMaking Your 

own Paper!ó. Students mix 

shredded mangrove leaves 

with water and then sieve 

out excess water to obtain 

compacted  fiber within a 

square ðshaped mould .  

The final process: Rows of 

wet mangrove sheets are 

dried under the sun to get 

to the final result ñPaper! A 

simple process that anyone 

can do at home, with aston-

ishing result and definitely 

special due to its main raw 

material ñmangrove leaves!  

Finishing touch: Students 

apply their creative imagi-

nation onto the mangrove 

papers. The paper has a 

unique texture and feel to it, 

thicker and coarser than 

regular papers; the possibili-

ties to decorate are vast.  

Display of the value -added 

products done by students 

of SMK Bahang: Postcards, 

greeting cards, bookmarks 

and scrolls are but just sev-

eral of the forms that man-

grove papers can be turned 

into, with obvious commer-

cial value.  

Lee Ka Han (right) who 

heads this Finnish Project 

consults with Encik Madjait, 

the main contact person 

for Kg. Penimbawan. His 

credibility of being the 

mentor for this program is  

highly sought after.  

Mangrove flower buds are 

a source of food for the 

villagers. They are easily 

available and are eaten 

raw. Preparation includes 

pounding until finely 

crushed and mix with salt, 

chillies, tamarind paste, 

shrimp paste and lime juice.  

A villager (squatting in the 

middle) pounds mangrove 

buds while staff of SWCS 

take note of the proce-

dure. This preparation is 

known to help improve the 

appetite of a person recov-

ering from a fever.  

Stacks of mangrove fire-

wood are seen outside the 

houses of villagers. While 

most use gas for cooking, 

many remain users of man-

grove wood. Villagers are 

aware of the importance of 

harvesting firewood sustain-

ably.  
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GUESTSõ COMMENTS 

òWe are students in International 

Relation and now focusing on the 

environment. Our trip to KK Wetlands 

is to gain some exposure on the envi-

ronmental work done here and feel 

lucky that we are able to do so. 

Planting the trees gave rise to a feel-

ing of sympathy towards the trees as 

they look small and tender. We were 

able to feel the connection with the 

trees and appreciate them more. ó 

Ms. Yukari Shimamura (left) & Ms. Maki Fujibayashi, Japan, 2/9/2011  

UP AND COMING EVENTS IN KKWC ñ October 2011  

4 Environmental Voluntary Work by SK Luyang, Kota 

Kinabalu  

5 HSBC Environmental Leadership Course (ELC) for SMK 

Likas, Kota Kinabalu  

6 -  Environmental Education Program (EEP) for SK  

  Datuk Simon Fung, Kota Kinabalu  

 - EEP for Kota Kinabalu Japanese School  

7 -  Conduct Water Quality Management    

 - EEP for Kota Kinabalu Japanese School  

8 Finnish Workshop on wise use of mangrove  

11 -  EEP for Tadika Kemas, Kampung Serusup, Tuaran  

 - HSBC EEP for Gaya Teachers Training College  

13 Waste Water Management for SJK Good Sheperd, 

Menggatal  

14 CIMB mangrove seedlings collection by SJK Good 

Sheperd, Menggatal  

20 HSBC ELC for SMK Putatan 

25 - HSBC ELC for SMK Limbanak, Penampang  

 - Environmental Board games training for SEEN  

  members  

29 - HSBC ELC for SMK Limbanak, Penampang  

 - Mangrove replanting at Sulaman Lake Forest Re  

  serve 

30 Angry Bird Talk at Central Shopping Plaza   

*List is not exhaustive; new events occur from time to time . 

òWe enjoy it here. We walked all the way 

from town and up through the hills just to 

get here. In the first round of going 

through the boardwalk, we didnõt see 

much. Then on the second round, we 

saw some birds and crabs. We especially 

like the bird hide because as we were 

there, we saw several egrets gather to-

gether in one place, looking for fish and 

then flying around. Also, we like the video shown in the exhibition hall on 

the conservation of environment. That was very good; please keep up 

the good work.ó 

Mr & Mrs Eddy deBruyn, Brisbane, Australia, 21/9/2011  

WASTEWATER  

MANAGEMENT WORKSHOPS: 

WHERE DOES THE WATER  

IN  OUR DRAINS 

 GO?  

KK Wetlands is a wetland that is a mangrove forest in an urban setting. This site is fed by a river channel that connects the  drains from 

housing estates and commercial areas to the sea. Frequently, untreated wastewater are found flowing into the site containing 

household and commercial pollutants like oil spills, untreated sewer and physical rubbish.  

 

There is a need to highlight the need to keep water "clean" given how much that we have. In addition, although the mangroves can  

provide some important ecological services to clean up this water before it flows out to the sea, it does have its limitation s. In order to 

arrest the decline of sustainability in this area, there is a need to educate our stakeholders of the consequences of letting  untreated 

wastewater into the environment and the limitations of mangroves to provide their services.  

 

This workshop aims to achieve the following objectives:  

a. To make the participants aware of how water connects us all especially what they throw into the drains and how it affects the  

environment.  

b. To highlight how the untreated water enters and affect wetland systems like KK Wetlands.  To discuss the contents in untre ate d 

water and the pollution that comes with it.  

c. To highlight ecological services mangroves provide in relation to untreated water from our homes and workplaces and why we  

should conserve them.  

Very special thanks go to Shell Malaysia and Environment Protection Department, Sabah, for co -sponsoring these workshops.  

13 September: SM Stella Maris 15 September: SMK Bahang 

14 September: SM La Salle 28 September: SK Sri Gaya 

Wastewater Management Workshops in progress 

HSBC Environmental Educa-

tion Program continues to 

reach out to as many stu-

dents as it can possibly ac-

commodate. On 23/9/2011, 

SMK Tun Fuad Stephens, Kiulu, 

becomes the benefactor of 

this program as Education 

Officer, Jocelyn Maluda, in-

vited its students for a half -

day mangrove awareness education at KK Wetlands. Out -of -town 

schools like this (an hourõs drive to 

reach KK Wetlands) is certainly not 

sidelined; efforts are continuously 

being made to reach far -out 

schools in order to keep them in 

the know of what is currently hap-

pening with mangrove restoration 

and of course, to instill the senti-

ments of caring for mangroves .  


