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vmoiiess [N conjunction with the Malaysian Environment Week 2011, SWCS joined in
. the bandwagon by holding a drawing competition for primary school stu-
dents and aLicNMatQamed competition fo LeriEap Habah: tu-
dents on the morning of 23/10/2011 at KK Wetlands. The event was offici- was established on
| ated by YB Tan Sri Datuk Seri Panglima Joseph Kurup, Deputy Minister of
Kurup: KK Wetlands Natural Resources and Environment, Malaysia . Various schools around Kota 22 August 2005
should qualify Kinabalu and some from outside of Kota Kinabalu (SMK Kota Marudu and
.. SMK St. John, Tuaran) participated in the competitions. The response to
¢ participate was overwhelming that some schools had to be turned down
due to space constraints at KK Wetlands. The same day was also KK Wet-

keeping the internationally recognized status of a wetland. preciation of wetlands and public
| ™ involvement in protecting wet-
lands.
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OM;‘Abdul Kadir, i _ _ _ % The undisputed winner Lim Shao Yang
SWCS (second left), gave away prizes ‘to the Wlnner—le Shao, Yang (third | left), B2nd FERNIERTY (C) Chung Hwa Likas beams

wi'nmer S0 4L o iNla 6 pu gp@ megatf 1 offrPlageViGhong azhi téoung, (fourthileft) and  § with pride as he shows his winning en-

Peter fgjtntia f-_ab.f2 | 3rdiplace_-David-Thee (fifth left) try that speaks of high -sky potential

If you have any enquiries regarding Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society, pleaseail us at swcs@sabahwetlands.org
Kota Kinabalu Wetland Centre, Off JIn Bukit Bendera Upper, 88400 Likas, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia.
Tel: +60 88 246 955 Fax: +60 88 247 955 Websitevw.sabahwetlands.org
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|l andés open day for the public. St udeq-d ﬁrorﬁ&én&gtCSn%en}%ﬁoﬁnolfy in
titions; at the judging of the drawijng "competitionos entries
= tough times selecting the winners as many are fabulously painted. wetlands in Sabah and the variety
When launching the event, YB Tan Sri Joseph Kurup expressed his confi- of plants, birds and other kinds of
- dence in the uniqueness of KK Wetlands, and said it had the right criterias . .
to be accorded Ramsar -site status and added that his Ministry would give organisms found in them.
its utmost support to make this a reality. oMost i mportant
status and thus, | urge everyone to contribute towards making KK Wetlands a Ramsar site To raise public awareness and ap-
worthy for many generations to comed6, he strae ssede on at ﬁe [ mp01pt ance
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 OLOVE YOUR WETLANDS PHOTO CONTEST: A CELEBRATION Or |

Thethree-mont h | ong (July to September 2011) oLove Your Wetlandd photo cor
Sabah together with SWCS to promote the conservation of wetlands in Sabah especially in the Kota Kinabalu area concluded with

an array of entries that score high in the aesthetic and technical departments. This contest is supported by the Ministry of Tourism,

Culture and Environment Sabah.

The purpose of this contest is to portrait the variety of plants, birds and other living organisms as well to raise public aw are ness and
appreciation of wetlands and to introduce Kota Kinabalu Wetlands as a model wetland for the purpose of conservation, educatio n,
recreation, tourism and research. The response to this contest has been encouraging and overwhelming by avid photographers f rom

all over the State. From a total of 235 entries received for this contest, three top winners were selected. Judges present du ring judging

on 14/11/2011 were in awe of the splendor of wetlands translated by the lens in the hands of these top -notch photographers, whic  h

made winners6 selection almost a daunting job. Reproducing theerigiphot o:¢
nals must be viewed first -hand to truly appreciate them. It is hoped that through the beautiful images that could come out of w et-

lands would be another impetus for people to continue to appreciate the continued existence of wetlands not only in KK Wetlan ds

but throughout the state.
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Inanon-l i ne interview with Barbara Pforte, SWCSd intern who had ju
home in Germany, spared some time to write about her days at KK Wetlands and what she hopes for it:

What is the name of your university, your bachelor degree and the master degree that you are undertaking now?
| completed a bachelor of science (B.Sc.) in International Forest Ecosystem Management at the University for Sustainable
Development in Eberswalde, north  -east Germany. Currently | am enrolled in the master programme (M.Sc.) Forest Ecology
and Management  at the Albert -Ludwigs University of Freiburg, south -west Germany.

What is the purpose of your attachment with KK Wetlands?
Since the master programme takes two years to complete and is structured mostly with lectures, the semester break be-
tween the first and second year is the only time that is appropriate enough to conduct an internship. | found this particular
internship placement by search for opportunities in Malaysia and contacting Ka Han (SWCS Conservation Officer).

Please give details about your future career planning after you have completed your current studies.
Considering that | have spent a considerable portion of my life outside of Germany | find it difficult to decide whether | wi Il
search for a job in Germany or abroad. For the time being | plan to look for project based options that focus on community
based management of natural resources. However, | would also be open to other environmental fields that are linked to
forest ecosystems.

What was your experience like during your attachment here at KK Wetlands and in Kota Kinabalu itself?
It was definitely a very positive experience! It was nice to be able to get an impression about how an NGO functions d what
its everyday operations look like, how ideas are being implemented, and even to see what is not working so well was valu-
able knowledge. This was actually the first time that | was involved with an environmental NGO, so | enjoyed the experience
and learning new things as | went along. Furthermore, | find that the size of KK Wetlands was just right in terms of staff an d
general working atmosphere.

that | met along the way were very open and friendly and getting around is also quite easy.

What do you hope KK Wetlands will be like in the future?
For one thing, | hope that KK Wetlands will be a more well -known place and that the visitor numbers steadily increase. It is a
good centre for raising awareness about the environment and it is close enough to the city centre to allow most people to
get there without any problems. However, KK Wetlands really needs to do some more advertising to let people know that it

to-day visitors.

0l am i mpressed by your
You are taking care of your wetlands very well .
Your place here is really organized, with boardwalk
which | really like that makes it easy for people to
visit deep into the mangrove forests. | am so
pleased with the way you guys took us along the
boardwalk, explain to us about the mangroves

and treated us well. This is something that | have
learned which | must take back to Uganda and
discuss it with my colleagues and implement it at
home.

Barbara (fourth left) on her last day at KK Wetlands

after a two -month internship Bamu Barantaki George, Uganda, 12/10/2011, Third Country Training

Program participant

As for KK itself, | can say that the city has a more | ai d cédra
tainly a less stressful place to be at. Once again, size matters and to me KK is the perfect size for a city. There are enoug h
options for things to do but itdéds not so big that one woul dle

is a good place to visit and that there are in fact many things to see and/or do. | feel like the physical setting of the cen tre
will remain much the same (which is certainly not negative), and | hope that, in the future, KK Wetlands will be able to cate r
to a broader spectrum of people. There should be more activities to involve the neighbouring communities and locals o]
perhaps expand on the option of environmental volunteer work d as well as younger children and general activities for day -
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UP AND COMING EVENTS IN KK WETLANDS November 2011 0OAfter going through the e
3  CIMB Wetlands Outreach at SM St. John, Tuaran pass by the nursery where you raise the mangrove
6 Lions Club Region 5 & 6 Sabah symbolic mangrove seedlings, | realize how | truly like what you people
replanting are doing here. You are so organized and dedicated

12 Mangrove replanting at Sulaman Lake Forest Re-
serve with six schools and University Malaysia Sabah
14 Briefing and guided walk for American visitors

on restoring and conserving mangrove and the wet-
lands that | cannot help but admire your efforts. | will

15 Wastewater Management Workshop for participants bring the same idea back to me in India and see
under the Rural Development Ministry of Sabah how I can implement a similar program there.

17 Environmental Education Program and mangrove
replanting with students from Temasek Secondary Dr. Ashiho A. Mao, (Northeastern) India, 12/10/2011, Third Country Train-
School, Singapore ing Program participant

*List is not exhaustive; new events occur from time to time
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