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Sime Darby Rhino Walk 2012

Our Objectives:
Sabah Wetlands

On 15 April 2012, Yayasan Sime Darby (YSD) Rhino Walk was held in
conjunction with the Minggu Saham Amanah Malaysia (MSAM) 2012 at Kota

Conservation Society (SWCS)

Kinabalu Sports Complex. The YSD Rhino Walk attracted more than 6,000
participants from all walks of life. The walk also aimed to help raise awareness

Tanah Lembap Sabah,

of the Borneo Rhino Sanctuary initiative in the State. Sabah Wetlands

22 August 2005

Conservation Society (SWCS) took the opportunity to participate in spreading
public awareness on the importance of wetlands conservation and SWCS efforts
to obtain Ramsar Site status for Kota Kinabalu Wetlands (KKW). SWCS has
been organising a public signature campaign in support of KK Wetlands with
our slogan “Our Wetlands for Now and the Future Generations”. SWCS was
touched by the overwhelming support from the public and would like to express
our appreciation to those who showed support.
Left:
Tourism, Culture and
Environment Minister of
Sabah, Datuk Masidi Manjun
showed support to our
campaign and signed the
petition, witnessed by SWCS
President, Tuan Haji Zainie
Abdul Aucasa.

/ Pertubuhan Pemuliharaan
was established on

To promote the conservation of
wetlands in Sabah and the variety
of plants, birds and other kinds of
organisms found in them.
~
To raise public awareness and
appreciation

of

wetlands

and

public involvement in protecting
wetlands.
~
To

manage

Kota

Kinabalu

Wetlands (KK Wetlands) as a
model wetlands centre for the
purpose

of

conservation,

education, recreation, tourism and
research.

The public showing their support for the campaign at Sabah
Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS) booth.
Left:
Kicking off the Sime
Darby Rhino Walk 2012!
Right:
The participants from all
walks of life

If you have any enquiries
regarding Sabah Wetlands
Conservation Society
(SWCS),
please e-mail us at
swcs@sabahwetlands.org.
Kota Kinabalu Wetlands,
Off Jln Bukit Bendera Upper,
88400 Likas, Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, Malaysia.
Tel: +60 88 246 955
Fax: +60 88 247 955
Website:
www.sabahwetlands.org
Facebook:
Sabah Wetlands
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Wise Use of Mangrove Program
Two workshops were organised under Finland Embassy funded project on wise use of
mangrove, with enthusiastic students from secondary school and university. The 1st workshop,
“Handicraft-Making Your Own Paper” was held on 21 April 2012, facilitated by Lee Ka Han,
Conservation and Science Officer of SWCS and assisted by SWCS interns, Hafizun and Dirk De
Vis. The participants from SMK Sanzac, Kota Kinabalu enjoyed themselves as they eagerly learn
the process of paper making and more amazed because they are making paper from the leaves
of mangrove trees (Rhizophora species).

Made possible by
funding from

The 2nd workshop “Food Sources from Mangrove Forest” was held on 25 April 2012 where participants from Borneo
Marine Research Institute, UMS were divided into two (2) groups, and each of them was assigned to look for food
sources in mangrove at Kota Kinabalu Wetlands. The first group tried to catch fish by basic and simple hand-made
fishing tackles. They also learn how to prepare a crab net and tried to trap a mud crab using it. The other group, are
ready to get dirty, and get themselves into the mud of mangroves, looking for clam (or local name; Lokan). The
participants also prepared a tea from Avicennia leaves.
Through the activities of the Wise Use of Mangrove program, the participants learned a lot about the usefulness of
mangrove and the needs to conserve the nature especially the wetlands area, for the future generations.
“Food Sources in Mangrove” Workshop

“Handicraft-Making Your Own Paper” Workshop

GUEST COMMENTS
We had a great day with our two kids.
Convenient to town and enjoyable.
K. Fisher and family, AUSTRALIA
We set a memorable moment in this small natural world, thank you!
May, Nigel Lai, Yee Khang, SELANGOR
Interesting place and we are having a great day here!
Salbiah Ahmad, KEDAH
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Future Educators helping for better future of Mangrove Forest
On the 20th of April 2012, a group of 30 volunteers braved a cloudy and
rainy evening date with KKW staff to replant mangroves at Sulaman
Forest Reserve, Tuaran. The strong team came from Teachers’ Institute
of Kent, Tuaran. 150 saplings were planted successfully by these future
educators. Covered in heavy mud because of the low tide at that time
did not weaken their spirit, to make mother nature smile again.
Volunteers are indeed the heartbeat of this replanting activity and they
deserve all appreciations and credits for their unwavering support.

“The world is hugged by the faithful arms of volunteers”
Terri Guillemets

Outreach Program
Education Officer Ms. Jocelyn Maluda takes it further by reaching out SM Sanzac, Kota Kinabalu on 14
April 2012 and SMK St. John, Tuaran on 28 April 2012 in EE Outreach Program. Assisted by intern
from Belgium, Dirk De Vis and well equipped with the nature link board game, they promote
awareness about sustainable wetlands and
conservation. The Nature Link board game
incorporates drawing skills, quizzes and
charades skills as well as problem solving task
cards based on the ecosystems (Rainforest,
Inland Wetlands, Mangroves and Oceans) to
educate students on sustainability for wetlands.
The encouraging response from teachers and
students definitely made the effort worthwhile.

Above: Outreach program at SM Sanzac,
Kota Kinabalu on 14 April 2012
Left: Outreach program at SMK St John,
Tuaran on 28 April 2012
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Visit to Marine Ecology Research Centre (MERC)
Gayana Eco Resort and Bunga Raya Island Resort & Spa organized a ‘Marine Awareness Month’ from March 22 to
April 22 this year to highlight the importance of Giant Clams and celebrate the returning of their baby clams into the
wild. MERC played host to a number of school children and non-governmental organizations for their research center
to raise awareness and increase knowledge of marine and conservation efforts and restoration efforts. MERC has
been dedicated to the propagation and caring for giant clams for the last four years.
On 18 April 2012, SWCS was invited to visit the Marine Ecology Research Centre (MERC) to witness and participate
in their activities. SWCS staff were guided by Ms Melissa who gave an excellent presentation and briefing on their
conservation effort. We appreciate their hospitality provided during the visit and for having us as their guest in
Marine Awareness Month program at MERC.

Facts on Wetlands
Mangrove trees are thought to have originated in the Indo-Malayan region, eventually spreading to India, East
Africa, and finally to Central and South America, between 66 and 23 million years ago. Today, there are up to 75
species of mangrove trees worldwide, the greatest diversity of mangroves being in Southeast Asia.
Because of their unique floating propagules and seeds, certain of these early mangrove species spread westward,
borne by ocean currents, to India and East Africa, and eastward to the Americas, arriving in Central and South
America during the upper Cretaceous period and lower Miocene epoch, between 66 and 23 million years ago. During
that time, mangroves spread throughout the Caribbean Sea across an open seaway which once existed where
Panama lies today. Later, sea currents may have carried mangrove seeds to the western coast of Africa and as far
south as New Zealand. This might explain why the mangroves of West Africa and the Americas contain fewer, but
similar colonizing species, whereas those of Asia, India, and East Africa contain a much fuller range of mangrove
species.

Sources: www.janegoodall.ca/planet-releaf/MangroveForests.html,www.mangroves.godrej.com/HistoryEvolutionofMangroves.html

Kota Kinabalu Wetlands
Visiting Hours:
Tuesday—Sunday 8am-6pm
Closed on Mondays except public
holidays

For further information, please
contact us at :
Kota Kinabalu Wetlands,
Off Jln Bukit Bendera Upper, 88400
Likas, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia.
Tel: +60 88 246 955
Fax: +60 88 247 955
Email : swcs@sabahwetlands.org
Website: www.sabahwetlands.org
Facebook: Sabah Wetlands

