
Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS), in 

collaboration with the Embassy of Finland to 

Malaysia, is at its final stage for an educational 

project on the Wise Use of Mangrove. The 

Community-based Educational Project on Wise Use 

of Mangrove — engaged the local community of 

different ages, family, schools, clubs or organizations to have better 

understanding of the mangrove ecosystems and its wise use. Various 

programs with different themes have been held successfully, including 

making handicrafts, dyeing of clothes from tannin extraction, discovering 

food sources, making charcoal and identifying medicinal products from 

mangrove resources. 

The final two programs for this 1-year project were conducted in the 

month of May 2012 with participants from Cosmopoint International 

College of Technology on the 12th, and SM All Saints and public on the 

19th. College students and lecturers enjoyed themselves making their 

own paper from the mangrove leaves while secondary students and 

individuals experienced the process of dyeing clothes with tannin from 

the mangrove barks. 

SWCS would like to thank the participants for their support in this project. 

Together we care for our wetlands, for now and the future generations.  
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Sabah Wetlands Conserva�on 

Society (SWCS) 

/ Pertubuhan Pemuliharaan 

Tanah Lembap Sabah  

was established on  

22 August 2005 

Wise Use of Mangrove  Program has come to an end! 

♦ To promote the conservation of 

wetlands in Sabah and the  

variety of plants, birds and other 

kinds of organisms found in them. 

♦ To raise public awareness and 

appreciation of wetlands and 

public involvement in protecting 

wetlands. 

♦ To manage Kota Kinabalu 

Wetlands (KKW) as a model 

wetlands centre for the purpose 

of conservation, education, 

recreation, tourism and research. 
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Made possible by funding 

from 

“Handicraft-Making Your own Paper!” Workshop 



Steps in mangrove dyeing: 

 

Tannin from barks of  mangrove tree—Let’s dye cloth! 

Made possible by funding from 

COLLECT DYEBATH PATTERN 

DYEING 

MORDANTING & 

WASHING 
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23 students of secondary school 
from Singapore, accompanied by 3 
teachers, braved through the hot 
day at Sulaman Lake Forest 
Reserve replanting site, also would 
be their first experience stepping 
into mud, to participate in our 
mangrove replanting program on 
31 May  2012. These young people 
in high spirited mode were 
beaming with pride to have 
contributed positively to mother 
earth.  

 

We would like to thank all 
volunteers that have kindly come 
forward and spared their time and 
energy towards this mangrove 
replanting program. These large 
and small acts, given freely, are 

what bind communities together. 
Volunteering is helping, not hiring; 
giving, not taking; contributing, not 
counting. 

 

We always welcome volunteers and 
if you would like to offer your 
s e r v i c e s  p l ea s e  e m a i l  a t 
swcs@sabahwet lands .o rg 
us mentioning your experience and 
your availability.  

Mangroves Replan"ng at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve 

SWCS Signature 

Campaign at Universiti 

Malaysia Sabah 

SWCS launched its final 

Signature Campaign with 

its slogan “ KK Wetlands 

for NOW and the future 

generations” at 

University Malaysia 

Sabah (UMS) on 16 May 

2012.  

SWCS staff in attendance 

took the opportunity to 

spread the message on 

the importance of 

wetlands, hence 

objecting to the 

proposed development of 

high-rise condominium in 

the vicinity of KK 

Wetlands.  UMS students 

were very supportive of 

the campaign.  
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Dirk De Vis of Belgium concluded his 13 weeks internship at Kota 

Kinabalu Wetlands (KKW) on 5 May 2012. Dirk is in his final year year 

of studies in Bachelor Degree in Agro and Biotechnology – Green 

Management, at University College Ghent (Belgium). At Kota Kinabalu 

Wetlands, he did a preliminary study on bees (wasps) - Apoidea and 

hoverflies - Diptera; Syrphidae. Dirk is an experienced naturalist back 

in his hometown Belgium, and actively involved with Natuurpunt, the 

largest Belgian NGO working on the protection of nature. Dirk 

generously shared his knowledge and experiences to staffs of KKW, 

and always ready to assist in activities such as Enviironmental 

Education Program, Outreach Program, Wise Use of Mangrove 

Workshop and mangrove replanting. 

   Thank you Dirk! 

Adieu Dirk! 

V I S I T O R S  C O M M E N T S  

“Very interesting for 

observing the wetlands 

environment. Will visit 

again, with more time to 

spend in this beautiful 

place.” 

Paulo and Maria, Portugal 

(17 May 2012) 

“I would love to see more 

birds but did not see much 

of it today. But I really 

appreciate the beauty and 

wonders of nature here, it 

was maintained well!” 

Cary Camba, Makati City, 

Philipines (13 May 2012) 
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