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Dear SWCS Members and
Supporters,
2013 was an active year for us.
For those who did not make it to
our AGM on 22nd March 2014,
here’s an overview of what 2013
meant for SWCS.

2014

Support by our volunteers remains strong. Eleven groups volunteered in activities at KK
Wetlands (KKW) – getting dirty along the way – to clean up the grounds, and prepare
polybags for our nursery (that can hold up to 10,000 seedlings). Over 360 consciousminded Sabahans, Malaysians and non-Malaysians caring for our mangroves! A BIG thank
you to all volunteers! We are now encouraging volunteers to take part in paper making as
well, using fallen mangrove leaves, old newspapers and other recycled paper.

Datuk Zainie Abdul
Aucasa
President
2013-2015

VACANCY: Manager /
Executive Secretary. See
Page 2 for details.
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Our Objectives:
To promote the conservation
of wetlands in Sabah and the
variety of plants, birds and
other kinds of organisms
found in them.
To raise public awareness
and appreciation of wetlands
and public involvement in
protecting wetlands.
To manage Kota Kinabalu
Wetlands as a model
wetlands centre for the
purpose of conservation,
education, recreation,
tourism and research.

Members of the Sabah Tourist Guide
Association volunteer at KKWetlands
in conjunction with International
Tourist Guide Day 2014.

Japanese students from Yokohama City
University and Rakuno University plant
mangrove seedlings in Tuaran.

Fifty one Environmental Education
Programmes were carried out
throughout the year (reaching out to
almost 2000 people), including those
under specific projects – Wetlands
Outreach, Mangrove Explorer, and
Wetlands Workshop projects (funded
by Ministry of Finance), as well as
Handicrafting from Mangroves (funded
by Talisman Malaysia Limited).
Above right: Handicrafting from Mangroves: Cloth Dyeing with students from SMK Majakir
Above left: Students from Kinabalu International School participate in the Wetlands Explorer in March.

Visitors to KK Wetlands numbered 7,361 in 2013, almost a
third coming from outside Malaysia. Regular water quality
monitoring, and bird flu monitoring continues to be carried
out at KK Wetlands. Researchers and trainees also continue
to choose KK Wetlands to carry out their activities. Outside
the 24-hectare mangrove area, our Mangrove Restoration
Project (funded by the Mullion Co. ) is now in its fifth year.
To date, we have planted almost 20,000 seedlings at the
Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve in Tuaran under this project.

If you have any enquiries regarding Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS), please e-mail swcs@sabahwetlands.org.
Kota Kinabalu Wetlands, Off Jln Bukit Bendera Upper, 88400 Likas, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia.
Tel: +60 88 246 955
Fax: +60 88 247 955
Website: www.sabahwetlands.org
Like us on Facebook (Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society)

Far left: Visiting our
“Water and Wetlands”
exhibition during World
Wetlands Day 2013.
Left: Students from SM
Sanzac and SM All Saints
who joined our World
Wetlands Day 2013
celebration worked hard
to clean-up the grounds.

World Wetlands Day 2013 was celebrated at KK Wetlands on 16th February 2013, officiated by Yang Berhormat Datuk Bolkiah
bin Haji Ismail, Assistant Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment. The theme of the event was ‘Wetlands take care of
water’, reflecting the interdependence between water and wetlands and the key role that wetlands play.

On Earth Day 2013 in May, our project on Handcrafting from Mangrove Project with Talisman Malaysia Limited was launched.

ADVOCACY AND BEYOND
A Future Ramsar Site:
As a model wetlands centre for
the purpose of conservation,
education, recreation, tourism
and research, we continue our
effort to preserve our site by
voicing out concerns over
potential risks to the vulnerable
state of our mangroves.

The State Cabinet gave its approval for the nomination of
KK Wetlands as a Ramsar Site on 6th March 2013, and
was tabled by our Federal Government, through the
Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment (MNRE), at
the Federal Cabinet Meeting which gave its approval on
1st November 2013. Documentation was sent to the
Ramsar Convention HQ in Switzerland in December. We
are hopeful to become the 7th Ramsar Site in Malaysia
(2nd in Sabah) within the next few months.

JOB VACANCY: MANAGER / EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
We are seeking a candidate with a passion for conservation who likes being outdoors to fill the above position. The key function
of the post is to oversee the management of the 24 hectare protected wetlands area (KK Wetlands), including leading a small
team at the Centre, monitoring accounts, and operations. The Manager is also required to carry out duties as Executive
Secretary for the Society. Tertiary education with at least 5 years working experience is required. Must be willing to work on
weekends. Please share the word. Those interested in applying should submit their CV stating current and expected
salary to swcs@sabahwetlands.or g. Immediate vacancy.

JANUARY 2014 UPDATES
First Program in 2014: Mangrove Seedling Transfer
Our Conservation Education Assistant, Mohd Noor Afizan and Gardener,
Abraham Sadikun (called, by us, as ‘Pak Cik’), successfully transferred 1200
seedlings from our nursery in KK Wetlands to Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve on
11th January 2014.
The process took two whole days of hard work, with seedlings taken from the
nursery to the parking lot approximately 500 meters away across the muddy
pathway, taking 20 minutes per journey. On the second day, seedlings were
transported by lorry to the Forest Reserve, about 40 kilometers away, ready for
replanting activities to take place.

Mangrove Conservation Experience Program with Keisei High School (Japan),
SMK Likas and SM All Saints students

During this program on the 12th of January, 100 mangrove saplings were planted by 19 students from schools from two different
countries—Keisei High School Japan, SMK Likas and SM All Saints Kota Kinabalu. This program let students experience mangrove
planting while learning about each others’ cultures. Despite the challenging work of planting where they get their hands and feet
dirty, the experience has really taught them that planting is enjoyable when done among friends.

Ikeda High School KK Wetlands Experience Program

A group of 4 students and a teacher from Ikeda High School Japan visited KKW to learn about mangrove
forests. Armed with binoculars, the students enjoyed bird watching along the way and especially up high from
the observation tower. Not only had they showed their excitement when they spotted a Purple Heron,
egrets and kingfishers, but they also showed their interest in learning about other flora and fauna found here
at KK Wetlands.

Mangrove Restoration Project

After the replanting sessions with international guests and students from SM All Saints & SMK Likas, two more mangrove
replanting activities were carried out by our team from KKW. This time, a volunteer from Japan, Seigo Murakami, tagged along.
Seigo is well known for his knowledge on mangroves and amazing research that he has carried out at KK Wetlands. Seigo has
been volunteering for quite a while now and helped our team tremendously during the replanting session.
In January 2014 , hot weather did not stop Seigo, Jane Joimin (our Environmental Education Officer), Mohd. Noor Afizan (our
Conservation & Environmental Assistant) and Abraham (our Gardener) from getting down and dirty in the mud, successfully
replanting 700 seedlings. What great effort.

FLASH BACK TO DECEMBER: Mud Lobster Research

In December 2013, Moh Heng Hing carried out research to examine the ecology and diversity of mud lobsters found in
mangroves of Sabah, choosing KK Wetlands as one of the locations for his research. In order to study the species of mud
lobsters found here, Moh collected a few mud lobsters as specimens. Mud lobsters were trapped by using a hand-made long
wire with a tethered piece of fish netting on one end and a T-handle on the other; the mud lobsters were trapped as they
crawled up from the muddy bottom. Among the species he found are Thalassinaanomala and Thalassinakelanang.

Support us by taking part in our KK Wetlands Mangrove Experience programme, or our
Mangrove Conser vation Experience programme (includes tree planting at Sulaman Lake
Forest Reserve). For more information, call 088-246955 or write to swcs@sabahwetlands.org
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