
tically. Yang Berhormat   

Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi 

Manjun pointed out that “We 

should be proud as there are 

only two wetlands within the 

heart of city in the world, 

and Kota Kinabalu is one of 

them!” 
SWCS would like to express 

its deepest appreciation to 

Yang Berhormat Datuk Seri 

Panglima Masidi Manjun 

(Ministry of Tourism, Culture 

and Environment) for an 

amount of RM50,000 fund 

allocated for KKW.  This 

contribution enables SWCS 

to financially support the 

conservation efforts in KKW. 

RM2,000 was also allocated 

for each of the twelve schools 

to support their conservation 

activities. 

Sabah Wetlands Conservation 

Society (SWCS) celebrated the 

World Wetlands Day 2015 

(WWD 2015) on the 7th February 

2015 at Kota Kinabalu Wetlands 

(KKW). The launching ceremony 

was officiated by Yang Berhormat 

Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi  

Manjun, Minister of Tourism, 

Culture and Environment of    

Sabah. This year celebration   

focused on the theme that    

RAMSAR Convention has      

selected: Wetlands for Our      

Future. Wetlands are important 

for so many reasons and the future 

of humanity really does depend 

on wetlands. The wetlands purify 

and replenish our groundwater, 

provide fish and crops that      

billions of people, act as a natural 

shield protecting coastlines 

against flooding, and help fight 

climate change. However, these 

benefits are not widely known. 

Often as wasteland, 64% of     

wetlands have disappeared since 

1900. It is hoped that through this 

one day celebration, we are able 

to spread the awareness of how 

important wetlands are for our 

future. We received more than 50 

visitors that day enjoying the free 

entrance in conjunction with 

the celebration! SWCS also 

had organized Wetlands Race 

and among the schools     

participated were SM All 

Saints Kota Kinabalu, SMK 

Agama Kota Kinabalu, SMK 

Bandaraya Kota Kinabalu, 

SM Stella Maris, SMK     

Tebobon, SMK Taman Tun 

Fuad, SM La Salle Kota    

Kinabalu, SM Maktab Sabah, 

SMKA Tun Ahmadshah, 

SMK Likas, SM Shan Tao 

and SMK Perempuan Likas. 

The objective of the race is to 

spread the awareness on how 

important wetlands are by 

combining various activities 

such as solving wetlands 

quiz, learning the benefits of 

wetlands from the KKW  

exhibition hall, getting to 

know the flora and fauna in 

the  wet lands through        

environmental games and 

experience the conservation 

activities, in one fun         

educational race. Congratula-

tions to SM All Saints Kota 

Kinabalu for winning the race 

and also to the other schools 

which participated enthusias-
Students of SMK Likas enjoying the  

Educational Game during the race 
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Sabah Wetlands 

Conservation   

Society (SWCS) / 

Pertubuhan     

Pemuliharaan Tanah  

Lembap Sabah was       

established on   

22 August 2005 

In line with the WWD 2015 theme „Wetlands for Our Future‟, the celebration was officially launched by releasing of birds 

and planting of propagules (Rhizophora apiculata), symbolizing the continuous effort in protecting and conserving the 

wetlands and wildlife. From left: Mr Ting Hua Seng, Organizing Chairman of WWD 2015,  

YB Datuk Seri Panglima Masidi Manjun and Datuk Haji Zainie Abd Aucasa (President of SWCS) 
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 To promote the 

conservation of 

wetlands in Sabah 

and the  variety of 

plants, birds and 

other kinds of     

organisms found 

in them. 

 To raise public 

awareness and 

appreciation of 

wetlands and   

public involve-

ment in protecting     

wetlands. 

 To manage     Ko-

ta Kinabalu        

Wetlands (KKW) 

as a model       

wetlands centre 

for the purpose of 

conservation,   

education,         

recreation, tourism 

and research. 

OBJECTIVES 



KOTA KINABALU WETLANDS (KKW) MANGROVE 

EXPERIENCE PROGRAMMES 

FEBRUARY 2015 

On the 29th January 2015, we received KKW environmental programme 

participation from Outward Bound Sabah (OBS) which they brought a 

group of Mutiara International School, Ampang students. Back on the 

14th January 2015, the OBS staffs visited KKW to experience the     

mangroves walk whilst gathering the information on how to plant      

mangroves as they planned to have their own mangrove nursery. The 

students had gone through adventurous activities in OBS, and then     

continued their challenging programme here in KKW. These 33 students 

which are accompanied by their teachers and OBS staffs, learned about 

the benefits of wetlands and what wetland is through their mangrove   

interpretative tour. Through this tour, they experienced in getting close to 

the fascinating environment of mangroves. Just ended their sailing in the 

morning at OBS, it is amazing that they still have a very high level of 

energy undergoing the nursery work and cleaning up of mangrove forest. 

We would like to express our heartiest appreciation to this group for their 

contribution to KKW! This programme not only enables us to share how 

essentials wetlands are, but it also an opportunity given to the community 

to help to contribute back to the wetlands.  
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Located within the heart 

of the city, one of the 

challenges faced by the 

mangroves is the rubbish 

coming in through the 

waterways. Mutiara  

International School, 

Ampang lend their    

helping hands in        

collecting the rubbish 

A token of appreciation from OBS 

Spread the Words! 

1. The photograph must be taken in a wetland and must relate to wet-

land use, conservation, wise use, plants and wildlife found in wet-

lands, or illustrate the importance of wetlands for our future. 

2. The photograph must be in digital format. Only photographs submit-

ted online will be eligible. No print or film submissions will be 

accepted for entry into this Contest. 

3. All digital files must be in JPEG or JPG format, and with a   maxi-

mum size of 5MB. 

4. The photograph, in its entirety, must be a single work of original 

material taken by the Photographer. 

5. All Entries must be submitted and received by 2 March 2015 at 

12.00 Midnight CET 

 

Wetlands Youth Photo Contest 2015 received from GEC. The    compe-

tition starts on 2 February 2015. For more information please follow  

refer to this link : 

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/photo-contest 

OBS staffs at KKW nursery 

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/photo-contest


A group photo with the 15 students, the future 
generations to continue conserving wetlands 

Experiencing the mangrove interpretative 
walk  
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The Bruiguiera hainessi mangrove species is also known by its 

local name as Berus Mata Buaya. It is listed as Critical         

Endangered plant by the IUCN (the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature). This species is very rare and has    

limited and patchy distribution; According to IUCN there are 

only 200 matured trees of this particular species found around 

the world. In Sabah 2 matured trees are found in Pulau      Ma-

nukan. KKW received 27 propagules on 8 August 2014 from by 

Sabah Parks in a joint effort to propagate their growth in our 

nursery. To date only 8 propagules have successfully            

germinated. Therefore, we welcome new researcher or any    

interested party to do research on Bruguiera hainesii especially 

to study its propagation technique for our future reference. As 

this species is recognized globally as near extinction if         

concerted effort is not taken to conserve the remaining trees, 

SWCS hopes to seek international funding for its                  

conservation. 

KKW is pleased to 

have Shangri-La’s 

Rasa Ria Resort & 

Spa Tuaran’s 

adopted school, 

SMK Sri Nangka 

Tuaran to join the  

Mangrove Experi-

ence Programme on 

the 13th February 

2015. This pro-

gramme includes 

not only education-

al video presentation which enjoyed by the         stu-

dents, teacher and staffs, but also an interpretative walk 

in the wetlands to highlight the importance of   conserv-

ing mangroves. We spend a great time sharing infor-

mation on mangroves, and how it acts as a barrier 

against climate change impacts and natural disaster. As 

to make the programme more memorable for the      

students, a fun educational game, “Who Am I?” was 

included. The objective of the game is to introduce 

some of the fauna that can be found in KKW. Our    

sincere wish that, more people and organizations would 

participate in this programme in the future. As Albert 

Einstein once quoted „The only source of knowledge is 

experience‟.  

“Who Am I?”                                      

at KKW outdoor classroom 

Bruguiera hainesii / Berus Mata Buaya 

The difference on the growth 

rate between   Rhizophora 

apiculata  (A) and Bruguiera 

hainesii (B and C). All 3 

trees were planted at the 

same time, however we can 

observe that Rhizophora sp. 

has faster growth rate      

compared to  Bruguiera sp. 

Another Bruguiera sp. (C)   

is  germinating slower      

compared to (A) and (B). 

A: Rhizophora apiculata ;                                          

B and C: Bruguiera hainesii  

A B C 
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Introducing our new Manager 

Besides being one of the centres for tourist attraction, KKW is also a favourite destination for local and international       

students to undergo their industrial training. In line with SWCS objective to manage KKW as a model wetlands centre for 

education and research purpose, we constantly receive students from various education background suited with KKW‟s    

current requirements.  A warmest welcome to our new interns who reported to KKW in the month of February.  

Hi! I am Noranija Binti 

Saggap from University 

Malaysia Sabah;    Bach-

elor of Science (Hons) –

Marine Science 

Ola! I am  Apisai       

Rinamalo Vakacegu from 

University Malaysia  

Sabah; Bachelor of    

Science (Hons) -Forestry 

Volunteer 

Volunteers aren‟t paid not because they are worthless, but 

because they are PRICELESS. A million of appreciation to 

everyone who keep coming on helping us here in KKW. We 

know it is never going to be easy, but we can ensure it is 

going to be worthwhile. 

 

We always welcome you to become a volunteer in KKW, 

whether in groups or individual, feel free to contact us and 

be part of it.  

 

I n t e r e s t e d ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  e ma i l  u s  a t : 

swcs@sabahwetlands.org  
New volunteers registered on February from left; Ben Tye  

(Singapore), Amos Ezra Chee Sheng Mo (Sabah) and 

Abang Johan Abang Kassim (Sarawak)  

Internship/Industrial Training 

We are pleased to announce that Rita Ignatius has joined the SWCS Team as our 

new Manager / Executive Secretary. She is responsible for the day-to-day          

operations and management of the KKW office and we believe with her                

organizational skills will keep our team running smoothly.  

Rita has more than 9 years of experience in the Business Management with an      

emphasis on Human Resources, Personnel Development, Communications, Team 

Building and Administrative works. She received her  Bachelor  in Office Systems 

Management & Technology (Hons) from the MARA University of Technology, Shah 

Alam, Selangor in 2006. In her spare time, Rita enjoys being in the outdoors getting 

close to the nature. 

 

“When the soil disappears, the soul disappears” - Ymber Delecto 
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During the Budapest Water Summit 2013, UNESCO-IHE's Rector András Szollosi-Nagy (left) signed a Memorandum of 

Agreement (MOA) with Charles Sturt (right) University (Australia) and the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention of        

Wetlands establishing the Ramsar Chair for Wise Use of Wetlands.  

The professor, appointed to the Ramsar Chair provides a stimulus for         

enhancing collaboration with  national and international organizations 

to   support the educational and capacity building  required for the wise use 

of wetlands. Working within the UNESCO-IHE  Chair Group for Aquatic     

Ecosystems the position will develop initiatives that can better understand 

wetland functioning and  the link between wetlands and the communities 

that depend on them. The Chair will directly support the mission of the   

Ramsar Convention. 

“We warmly welcome the establishment of the Ramsar Chair, a position that 

will strengthen the impact and information flow from wetland research and 

help us to carry out more useful training on wetland management”, said the 

Convention‟s Secretary General Christopher Briggs during the Budapest    

Water Summit. 

"The opportunities for building this global partnership are truly                 

exciting.  The Ramsar Chair will help us conduct robust research into better                      

understanding  of the ecology and management of wetlands. This develops 

further the history of collaboration between the Ramsar                            

secretariat, UNESCO-IHE and Charles Sturt University. The partnership provides a very welcome addition of expertise need-

ed to guide the  wise use of wetlands, and smart plans needed for their sustainable management.", says Ken Irvine,    Profes-

sor of Aquatic Ecosystems at UNESCO-IHE.  

 http://www.unesco-ihe.org/news/unesco-ihe-signs-agreement-establishing-ramsar-chair-wise-use-wetlands 

UNESCO-IHE signs agreement establishing the Ramsar Chair for Wise Use of Wetlands Use of Wetlands 

Wetlands Issue 

Guest Comments 

Budapest, Hungary, 21 Oct 2013  

Support us by taking part in our Educational Programmes: 

  KK Wetlands Mangrove Experience Programme 

 Mangrove Conservation Experience Programme (includes tree planting in Tuaran) 

For information, call +6088-246955, or write to swcs@sabahwetlands.org 

Like us on facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SabahWetlandsConservationSociety) 

Visit our website at www.sabahwetlands.org 
 

Contributors: 

Jane Joimin (Environmental Education Officer), Guslia Lahasing (Conservation & Science Officer) 

Rita Ignatius (Manager / Executive Secretary) 

Compiled by : Mohd. Noor Afizan Bin Anuwar (Conservation & Education Assistant) 

“Hi, I am Katie Gorrie from 

Canada .We were here a little 

late to see birds, but we had a 

great time. The signs were very  

helpful. The huts and tower 

were great. Thank you!”  

  25/2/2015 

“Hello, I am Richard from 

London . Very interesting. 

Egrets in pond are very special. 

We‟ve enjoyed our visit.  Thank 

you!” 

25/2/2015 

http://www.unesco-ihe.org/node/2497
http://www.ramsar.org
http://www.unesco-ihe.org/sites/default/files/dsc_0490_0_0.jpg

