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June 5th each year is the World Environment Day (WED) celebrated globally to make the commu-

nities aware on the pertinent environmental issues. The theme of World Environment Day (WED) 

2015 – Seven Billion Dreams. One Planet. Consume with Care – addressed how the well-being of 

humanity, the environment as well as the economies ultimately depends on the responsible man-

agement of the Earth’s natural resources. According to the United Nations Environment Pro-

gramme (UNEP), evidence is building that we are consuming far more natural resources than what 

the planet can sustainably provide. Once again Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS) cel-

ebrated the WED in KK Wetlands with the objective to raise public awareness and appreciation of 

wetlands and to give the public the opportunity to do something positive for the environment. 
 

On the 20th June, 50 secondary school students from 5 schools in Sabah, namely SM All Saints 

Kota Kinabalu, SM Shan Tao Kota Kinabalu, SMK St John Tuaran, SM St Michael Penampang 

and SMK St Mary Limbahau were here in KK Wetlands for the celebration. As a way to encourage 

the youngsters to contribute back to the environment, they were motivated by the participation of 

the five Harvest Festival Queens 2015 (Unduk Ngadau). With the environmental knowledge and 

encouragement shared by the beauties, the students were motivated and inspired to appreciate the 

environment more and to take care of it.  “Even making little decision in our daily lives, such as 

where to throw rubbish, does make a difference in the well-being of the Earth. I challenge you, 

from now on, to never throw rubbish anywhere, until you find a rubbish bin” challenged one of the 

Harvest Festival Queen finalists, Miss Olga Willnelia, as the Miss Conservation-WWF. Both 

groups enjoyed the environmental activities where the students joined hands in cleaning the man-

groves by collecting the solid waste found, while the Harvest Festival Queens planted the “Tree for 

Future”-mangrove trees.   
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Swcs newsletter  

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY—TREE FOR FUTURE 

WITH HARVEST FESTIVAL QUEEN 2015 

The Unduk Ngadau together 

with KKW staff preparing for 

the tree replanting 

The students collected over 

90 kg of rubbish here in the 

mangroves of KKW. 

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 

Photobooth session 

with the beauties. 

http://unep.org/wed/about.asp#sthash.A6Z9olFV.dpuf
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On the 27th June, it is such an honor to receive, once again Miss Sabah Earth to visit Kota Kinabalu Wetlands as one of their 

environmental visits in conjunction on World Environment Day. A total of 13 Miss Sabah Earth finalists joined the environ-

mental activity which allows the them to experience the real conservation works in the mangrove area and to gain more 

knowledge as their preparation to become an environmental spokesperson. This event is celebrated worldwide aiming to 

raise global awareness about the important of healthy and green environment. Various activities are carried out during this 

event.  For example, in India, they have conducted Interschool Exhibition about Science, Technology and Environment, 

meanwhile in Philippines, they pledged on awareness campaign to support energy conservation. As for Kota Kinabalu Wet-

lands with collaboration with Miss Sabah Earth 2015, they have experienced the first step of mangrove planting which is 

collection of seedlings, preparation of soil and planting the seedlings in the polybags and thus directly contributed towards 

mangrove conservation. All the finalist are certainly showed their interest in learning about wetlands during the interpreta-

tive walk and video presentation done by KKW Environmental Education Officer. Having the passion and interest in envi-

ronment, is part of the package being a  Miss Earth. SWCS would like to wish you all the best for your future endeavour 

and good luck on your grand final!  

 

 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/Miss-Sabah-   

Earth/189270001258165 

 
 “Everyone can make a difference in caring for our earth by the simple ABC steps.  

A: Act now! Every action counts. 

B: Bring your eco-bag to market 

C: Clean up!” ~ Rita Ignatius, Manager KKW 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY—SEEDS OF TOMORROW 

WITH MISS SABAH EARTH 2015 

The highlight of the programme – being assessed based on their anticipation throughout 

the activity and their vast knowledge on wetlands gained by the end of the programme by 

answering the pop quiz and lastly their confident level during brief introduction of them-

selves as well as sharing their thoughts on how they have contributed towards protecting 

the earth. We are proudly to introduce to you, the winner of Miss Wetlands, Miss San-

jeda John representing Kota Kinabalu. Now, Ms Sanjeda is officially a member of 

SWCS, as a member she will get all the great privileges; ie. Free entrance to KKW, dis-

count on equipment rental, invitation to all SWCS’s event and apart from that, she will 

be appeared on our monthly newsletter publication, receive certificate of appreciation 

and goodies from KKW i.e T-Shirt etc. CONGRATULATION! 

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 



Mini Tourism Malaysia Tourist Information Centre (TIC) has been successfully launched at Kidzania, Kuala Lumpur on the 

10th June 2015. The objective of the Mini TIC is to aims and instill the interest of traveling in children, particularly domestic 

travel. The concept of the mini Tourism Malaysia TIC revolves around kids being in an environment similar to an actual 

Tourism Malaysia TIC, with activities such as creating tour packages and tour itineraries. Kids will be exposed to local desti-

nations and learn to create detailed planned holiday travels. Activities such as these would assist participating kids in develop-

ing their strategic thinking skills, organisation and creativity. On 14th May 2015, Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society had 

taken the initiative to forward some interesting photos of Kota Kinabalu Wetlands to be included in their packages/itineraries. 

Further info and news about the event, you can browse through this link http://www.gayatravel.com.my/news/tourism-

malaysia-launches-tourist-information-centre-at-kidzania-kuala-lumpur 
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MINI TOURISM MALAYSIA TOURIST INFORMATION 

CENTRE (TIC) 

The photos taken during the launching of the event 

WORLD OCEAN DAY & CORAL TRIANGLE DAY 

 On 14th June 2015, Borneo Marine Research Institute, Universiti Malaysia Sabah 

is collaborated with KK Wetland to organize mangrove tree replanting in conjunc-

tion of World Oceans Day and Coral Triangle Day. The World Ocean Day is cele-

brated every year on 8th June while Coral Triangle day is celebrated on 9th June. 

This year the theme of WOD is “Healthy Oceans, Healthy Planet”.   

 

 As we know global warming occurs because of green-

house gases discharge by human activity such as car-

bon dioxide, methane, CFC absorb infrared radiation. 

This absorption slows the natural heat flow into space, 

thus warming the lower atmosphere. Some of the heat is transferred to the ocean and raises its tem-

perature as well. Sea level is also rising because melting glaciers and ice sheets are adding more 

water to the oceans. Rising sea level is a threat to people who live near the ocean, some of the low 

lying areas will have more frequent flooding, and a very low-lying land could be submerged com-

pletely. Rising sea level can also harm important coastal ecosystem like mangrove forests and coral 

reefs. 

Therefore, planting mangroves tree can help in reduce the climate changes. As mangroves 

are considered as high priorities in climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies 

throughout the world as they have exceptionally high carbon stock among the highest of any 

ecosystem on earth. In line with the themes this year, this celebration objective is to expose 

the importance of mangroves to the community in order to make the planet healthier. A total of 24 participation from primary 

and secondary schools, as well as the UMS lectures and staffs, had been recorded. The one day event, had been a fruitful 

knowledge and experience for the attendees. Prof. Madya Dr. Ejria Salleh stated that more activities will be done in KKW and 

we are look forward to receive them for our future collaboration. 

Prof. Madya Dr. Julian Ransangan as 

Deputy Director - Academic & Interna-

tional at Borneo Marine Research Institute 

at UMS 

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 
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IN-HOUSE EXPERT – SWCS EX-OFFICIO 

 

The Director of Sabah Wildlife Department is one of the Ex-Officio for Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society. 

Mr.Peter Malim has been selected to be the authorized representative to attend every Management meetings and An-

nual General Meeting on behalf of the Director. For the past few years, he has been very helpful and we are very de-

lighted on his commitment towards SWCS.  
 

1. Name and origin  

    Peter Malim; Sabahan 
2. Occupation and years of tenure 

    Wildlife Officer, 25 years  
3. Where did you hear about SWCS? 

    Since the Society started in 2005 
4. When did you start joining the SWCS? 

    SWD is an Ex-officio to SWCS 
5. What is your contribution to SWCS? 

    Contributing in conservation management of the wetlands 
6. What is your opinion about SWCS? 

    Dynamic and conservation oriented society 
7. How do you compare SWCS in the past and present? 

    The past was certainly has laid the foundation for the present management to further progress and develop 
8. How do you see SWCS in 5 years time? 

    Certainly wish it to continue to endeavor in accordance with their objectives. 

ENGAGING OUR EX-OFFICIO 

Despite worries about the minor tremor happened on 05th June 2015 that might 

force to postpone the SWCS courtesy call to Sabah Education Department, but 

due to the commitment and support from the Director of Sabah Education De-

partment, the meeting was a success and we would like to extend our apprecia-

tion to Datuk Jame Bin Alip and En. Tajuddin Bin Sadi for slotting their busy 

time to have a constructive and fruitful meeting with Sabah Wetlands Conserva-

tion Society. Sabah Education Department plays a major role in our Environ-

mental Education Programme. One of the importance role is to grant access, in 

order to do outreach and educational programme to the schools around Sabah. It 

is such an honor to receive their support since the early establishment of SWCS.  

Mr. Peter, authorised representative from SWD 

RESEARCHER 

KKW is one of the destination for students to undergo 

their industrial training and conduct research as well. In 

line with SWCS objectives to manage KKW as a model 

wetlands Centre for the purpose of conservation, educa-

tion, recreation and tourism and research. This year we 

received 3 students from UMS to conduct their final 

year project in KKW starting March till December 

2015. Their researches are mainly about the mangrove 

tree, effect of planting mangrove tree and bird popula-

tion in KKW. The outcomes from the research will be 

useful for KKW future reference and guidelines. Nurul Syafiqah Remli Syahirah Binti Ahmad Sylvester Tagek 

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 



JUNE 2015 PAGE 5 

You can join and experience various types of conservation efforts in KK Wetlands such as those activities joined by these 6 

different groups this month, which are from SM Tshung Tsin, ASEANA College, ATI College, SMK Tansau, SM All Saints 

and INTI College.  

It is sadly surprising to see the large 

amount of rubbish collected by the SM 

Tshung Tsin students, which mostly are 

plastics bags and bottles! It is time for us 

to reduce the usage of plastic in our daily 

lives. Do you know that it takes approxi-

mately 450 to 500 years for plastic bags 

and bottles to decompose? 

These fellow students of 

Asian Tourism Interna-

tional College (ATI) 

managed to remove this 

huge heavy eyesore of 

the mangroves view. 

Kudos to the teamwork! 

The students of SMK Tansau collecting rubbish between the roots of mangrove 

trees. This is certainly a challenging and tough task to do. But they made it! 
 Though clearing the car park area might 

be a simple task to do, it is still as im-

portant as keeping the mangroves clean. 
The recent strong wind has caused more fallen 

leaves to cover the car park area. With determi-

nation and dedication, these youths from SM 

All Saints volunteered to rake and clean this 

parking lot for 2 hours.  

 The first step of growing mangrove trees, 

is of course preparing good soil for the 

seeds to grow.  

ASEANA College students at KK Wetlands nursery, standing in line passing the man-

grove seedlings to be transferred to the shady shelter. 

 Planting mangroves saplings is not as easy as planting flowers or other trees. It re-

quires us to go in the mud and get wet!  

The INTI College students get their hands dirty for the nature. After 2 hours of nursery 

work and mangrove cleaning at KK Wetlands, they completed their last voluntary activ-

ity which is planting mangrove saplings at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve, Tuaran. 

Despite the fact that mangrove 

conservation work is tough, 

these groups have made it pos-

sible with their team work spir-

it! Interested to be Earth Warri-

or? Contact us at 088-246955 or 

e m a i l  t o 

swcs@sabahwetlands.org  

“Coming together is a beginning, 

 

Keeping together is progress, 

 

Working together is success.” 

~Henry Ford 

Environmental voluntary work 

 Cleaning up the mangroves might not be that easy, as when water from the sea comes in (high tide), unfortunately, so does the 

solid waste! Making the mangroves 100% free from rubbish is a very ambitious wish, however, there is always a solution.  



GUEST COMMENTS 
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Mr. Abraham Sadikun is currently the longest-serving employee in Kota Kinabalu 

Wetlands, he is the Gardener / Handyman / Cleaner for more than 7 years since 2008. 

During his first year as an employee, he can’t differentiate neither the type of man-

grove trees nor ins and outs of Kota Kinabalu Wetlands. 7 years later, he knows all the 

dos and don’ts inside the wetlands and become the resource person for the newly hired 

staffs.  

As an NGO, one needs to be a multi-tasker. He is responsible taking care the nursery, 

monitor the well-being of the trees, keep the cleanliness, in charge on any repair 

works, as well as ensuring the security and safety of the area.  

On the personal note from him; 

“From my personal opinion, for the first 3 years working in Kota Kinabalu Wetlands, 

I saw many kind of birds, either migratory or residential birds will fly over here and 

there in KKW, either to find food, breeding or as a shelter. During that time, we need 

to advise the visitor to wear cap and becareful for the bird-droppings and we received 

many visitors, both from local and foreigner. Recently, due to illegal encroachment 

and external development pressures, the rate of visitor seems declining. This place is important place to serve as educational 

centre for the youngsters, to educate them about the importance of mangrove trees as well as a shelter to protect the other 

kinds of living organisms found in Kota Kinabalu Wetlands.  Kota Kinabalu Wetlands is part of my life, the colleagues are 

just like my families, and I am hoping that this place will be long preserved for the next generations”. 

2 June 2015 

Mrs. Pam Frinth & friend 

“Few birds noticed.. And  the boardwalk are 

amazing” 

26 June 2015 

Ms. Emma Cameron & BFF  

University of Nottingham 

“Wonderful experience” 

“Heard an owl, saw two egrets” 

THE SPLENDID SEVEN YEARS - ABRAHAM  

GUESTS’ COMMENT 

24 June 2015 

Mr. Liam Hogan, Australia 

“What a fantastic walkway. We saw lots of birds 

and also a water dragon. Spent a bit of time sitting 

quietly in the hides, waiting patiently for the birds 

to come over. Good day to spend an afternoon” 

20 June 2015 

Ms. Mikihico & family, Japan 

“It was difficult to find birds in the midday, but I 

enjoyed because I saw cute crab and felt good 

wind. Thank you.  

30 June 2015 

Mr. Tony Guilcon & 

family, Australia 

“Nice piece of nature spirited by dense surroundings. I hope that 

implemented programs and action with local schools and public 

will help to improve the condition of wetlands” 

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 
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Contributors: 

Jane Joimin  

(Environmental Education Officer)  

Guslia Lahasing  

(Conservation & Science Officer) 

Rita Ignatius  

(Manager / Executive Secretary) 

Compiled by :  

Jaaulorens Milog  

(Conservation & Education 

Assistant) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support us by taking PART in our  

Environmental Educational  

Programmes: 

 KK Wetlands Mangrove Experi-

ence Programme 

Mangrove Conservation Experience 

Programme (includes tree planting 

in Tuaran) 

For information,  

+6088-246 955  

or   

swcs@sabahwetlands.org 

 

Like us on  

(https://www.facebook.com/

SabahWetlandsConservationSociety) 

 

Visit our website:  

www.sabahwetlands.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 

24 july 2015: 4th EXCO Meeting 

31 july 2015: 2nd Management Meeting & 

                     SWCS HARI RAYA CELEBRATION 

 

7 July 2015   : World Animal Run’s Meeting at DBKK 

9 July 2015   : SERASI Meeting 

14 July 2015 : Taklimat with DBKK  

25 July 2015 : Inter-School Environment Day 2015– Eco-Exhibition 

WhaT’S haPPENiNG ON jULY 

SUPPORT US by joining as member! 


