
In conjunction with Sabah State Level World Water Day Conference and Exhibition 2015, which 

was held at Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Resort and Spa, Kota Kinabalu, on the 23rd to 25th March 

2015, Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS) was invited to present a paper addressing top-

ics in sustainable water management.  This conference seeks to combine technical presentations 

with in depth discussions on the critical matters facing the water sector today. SWCS was represent-

ed by Ms. Guslia Binti Lahasing, Conservation & Science Officer. The  paper, “The Importance of 

Wetlands in Sustainable Water Management” presents the importance of the wetlands for sustaina-

ble water management and attempts to enlighten the audience on suggestions and recommendations 

on how to address some of the issues.  
 

Kota Kinabalu Wetlands (KKW) is a 24 hectares conservation area rich with flora and fauna. It 

supports various aquatic animals, plants as well as resident and migratory birds, that are highly de-

pendent on the water source. Thus, it is imperative to maintain good water quality to ensure that the 

environment is conducive for these animals and plants. Water quality monitoring is conducted in 

KKW, in order to access its current status of water quality for KKW which then with the     infor-

mation obtained, SWCS will be able to strategize with appropriate mitigation measures to combat 

water pollution.  
 

Surrounded by the light industries, commercial activities and medium density, high rise residential 

development, the site is posing serious challenges to the management for its long-term sustainability. 

Besides that, through its easy accessibility and location within the urban area of Kota Kinabalu City, 

KKW is also exposed to encroachment by squatters and poachers.  
 

Please direct to our SWCS website to download the full paper.   
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 To promote the 

conservation of 

wetlands in Sabah 

and the  variety of 

plants, birds and 

other kinds of     

organisms found in 

them. 

 To raise public 

awareness and 

appreciation of 

wetlands and   

public involvement 

in protecting     

wetlands. 

 To manage     Ko-

ta Kinabalu        

Wetlands (KKW) 

as a model       

wetlands centre for 

the purpose of 

conservation,   

education,         

recreation, tourism 

and research. 

OBJECTIVES 

From left: Ms. Guslia Binti Lahasing (SWCS), Datuk Haji Zainie 

Abdul Aucasa (President of SWCS), Mr.Waily Harim (Department 

of Irrigation and Drainage) and Ms. Jane Joimin (SWCS) 

http://www.sabahwetlands.org/society/%20the-importance-of-wetlands-in-sustainable-water-management 



BANK ISLAM PROJECT 

“Mangroves — our priceless treasure” 

MARCH 2015 

  “Mangroves-Our Priceless Treasure” is a joint effort  project 

between Bank Islam Malaysia Berhad and  Sabah Wetlands 

Conservation Society (SWCS). For this project, it is targeted 

to plant a total 2,200 mangroves trees at identified degraded 

area. Last year on 2014, we have planted an amount of 603 

seedlings at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve, a planting site  

located in Tuaran, Sabah. 

   As a continuation of last year tree replanting activity,       

another 575 mangrove seedlings (Rhizophora apiculata) were 

planted at the planting site on 3
rd
 March. This mangroves 

planting is made possible by the involvement and determina-

tion of 8 KKW staffs, including interns and volunteers.  

  On 15
th
 March with the assistance of 24 students and 7     

lecturers from Politeknik KK, another 200 mangrove saplings 

were successfully planted. Overall, under this project, a total 

of 1,378 mangrove trees had been planted at Sulaman Lake  

Forest Reserve. 

  In preparation of the up-coming tree replanting                

programmes, we had successfully transferred 1,000 seedlings 

to Sulaman site on 28
th
 March. Our appreciation goes to the 

UMS students for the helping hands during the transfer.  
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Volunteers from UMS to transfer seedlings to  

Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve, Tuaran 

Volunteers from Politeknik KK enjoying their tree replanting    

activity at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve, Tuaran 

Teamwork — mangrove planting by  

staffs of KKW together with the interns and volunteers 

Volunteers from Politeknik KK 



 

KK Wetlands is a very suitable place for voluntary work, as not only the volunteers able to help in conservation, but also a great 

volunteering options can be experienced, such as contributing back to the nature by doing mangrove clean up, nursery work and 

mangrove replanting. Apart from that they also can do cleaning of the KK Wetlands building compound, such as the office cen-

tre, exhibition hall and car park area.  For further details, do not hesitate to contact us at swcs@sabahwetlands.org 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMME 

One of the SWCS objectives is to raise the public awareness on the importance of mangrove as well as to increase pubic involvement 

in protecting the wetlands.  Therefore, Kota Kinabalu Wetlands’s Mangrove Experience Programme is not only promoting the con-

servation of  wetlands but also to raise public appreciation and involvement. This programme allows the public to gain hands-on  

mangrove experience, such as interpretative walk on the 1.3 km of boardwalk and 0.2 km of walking on mangrove ground which 

allow the participants to experience the fascinating environment.  They can find various types of flora and fauna such as crabs, mol-

luscs, mudskipper, reptiles, fish, birds and mangrove trees around the Kota Kinabalu Wetlands. 

Osaka City Higashi  

Senior High School, Japan  

Our Environmental Education Officer, 

Jane Joimin, explained on how amazing 

the mangrove trees for being able to      

survive in a salty and harsh environment 

as well as the importance of the wetlands, 

such as, act as the habitat for important 

commercial and recreational species, 

help stabilize the seafloor and filter pol-

lutants.  

SM All Saints  

Kota Kinabalu 

Congratulation for winning the Wetlands 

Race in conjunction of World Wetlands Day 

(WWD). One of the prizes won by SM All 

Saints is the EEP voucher, which entitled 30 

students from the school to visit KKW and 

experience the Mangrove Experience        

Programme for free. 

Seishin Girl High School,  

Japan 

The best way to get to know the nature is 

by experiencing the nature walk   itself. 

The interpretative walk in KKW, lead 

by the staff, providing the participants 

with interesting information on man-

groves while experiencing the real view.  

SM All Saints Kota 

Kinabalu, has always 

been an active school 

in supporting and 

encourag ing  t he    

students to volunteer 

in   KK Wetlands. On 

the 27
th
 March, 20 

students managed to 

transfer approximately 

500 Rhizophora saplings from the nursery to the centre, which 

then are transferred to the planting site at  Sulaman Lake  

Forest   Reserve, Tuaran.  

ENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTARY PROGRAMME 

On the 2
nd
 April,     

another five SM 

A l l  S a i n t s      

students came to 

Kota Kinabalu 

Wetlands as vol-

unteers  to com-

plete their school 

project in envi-

ronmental volun-

tary activity. These helpful young earth warriors helping us 

raking and gathering dead leaves that fall from the trees 

around the parking compound.  



                The SWCS Committee Member (2015-2017):  

President                                : Datuk Haji Zainie Abdul Aucasa 

Deputy President                   : Dr. Haji Rahimatsah Amat 

Honorary Secretary                : Mr. Omar bin Piam Abdul Kadir 

Honorary Assistant Secretary : Mdm. Marina Aman Sham 

Honorary Treasurer               : Mr. George Ngui Kuang Kee 

Honorary Assistant Treasurer : Mr. Edward Vun Nyap Pei 

Ordinary Committee Members : Mr. Kenneth Tan Oi Kuwang, 

                                                    Mr. Alex Yong Su Fen   

                                                    Mr. Ting Hua Seng  

                                                    Mr. Gerald Goh Wah Yong 

On 14th March 2015, the 10th Annual General Meeting has been held at Kota Kinabalu Wetlands. Pursuant to 

SWCS Constitution Rule 9(1) (a) states “A Committee consisting of .. shall be elected at alternate Annual General 

Meeting to serve a term of office for two (2) years”.  Since the current Committee was elected on 11th May 2013, 

there were an election of Office Bearers at the 10th AGM.  
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 SWCS 10TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

WETLANDS ISSUES 

Malaysia and the RAMSAR Convention 

 Malaysia signed the Ramsar Convention on Protection of Wetlands in 1994 with Tasek Bera being nominated as the 

country’s first Ramsar site. Located in southwest Pahang, Tasek Bera is the largest natural freshwater lake in Peninsular Malaysia. 

Situated in the saddle of the main and eastern mountain ranges of the Peninsula, it is home to the Semelai community, one of the 

indigenous communities in Malaysia. Tasek Bera has remained a unique and remote wetland wilderness, which is surrounded by a 

patchwork of dry lowland forests. 

 Johor has the highest number of Ramsar sites in Malaysia, with a total of three sites located at Sg. Pulai, Pulau Kukup and 

Tanjung Piai. These are three neighbouring mangrove sites, that are currently under threat from erosion and pollution, despite their 

status as designated Ramsar sites. In Sarawak, the mangrove area north of Kuching (Kuching Wetlands) has also been designated as 

a Ramsar site. The most recent inclusion into the Ramsar list is the Lower Kinabatangan-Segama Wetland in Sabah. 

The Malaysian RAMSAR Sites: 

Tasek Bera, Pahang 

Tanjung Piai, Johor 

Pulau Kukup, Johor 

Sungai Pulai, Johor 

Kuching Wetland, Sarawak 

http://malaysia.wetlands.org/WhatareWetlands/WetlandsofInternationalimportance(Ramsar)/tabid/507/Default.aspx 



GUEST COMMENTS 

 

We have a very quiet and peace-

ful morning in this park. Kids 

totally forgot about “Power 

Ranger "and       Monster’s plays. 

They saw mudskipper, crab, and 

egrets besides carefully walked 

on the wooden bridge. We ap-

preciate the true nature here. 

Lee Her Chen, Malaysia 
20 March 2015 

Pemandangan di sini cantik.      

Terdapat informasi berguna teta-

pi haiwan di sini sukar untuk 

dilihat. Kakitangan KKW juga 

peramah dan baik hati. 

Institut Perguruan Perlis 
19 March 2015 

Very interesting and full of life. 

It’s a pressure to visit the crea-

tures of the forest in their natu-

ral habitat. We are curious  to 

see what this place is like at 

night. We loved seeing the 

crabs, lizards and birds of the 

forest very beautiful. 

Mrs. Edward, UK 

21 March 2015 

We are student from ATI College, we Are doing research about this place. We found out that this place 

has a lot of attraction but, at the same time this place are not well maintained. Our opinion is, this place 

should be renovate to attract tourist and arrange some activities to let everyone know about this place. 

Hoping that there is generous donor out there to assist KKW. 

Love nature, 

 

Nocile, Farah, Bernadette and Alcent 
Asian Tourism International College 

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING 

 

Mr. Apisai Rinamalo Vakacegu, from Fiji, student 

of University Malaysia Sabah (UMS), Degree in 

International Tropical Forestry, had completed his 

industrial training in KK Wetlands on 6th March. 

We would like to express our gratitude towards 

your cooperation, hard work and suggestion during 

the 7 weeks  internship. Once again on behalf of 

SWCS, thank you, goodbye and see you again !  

 

MOCE MADA QAI SOTA I VITI !!  
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GUEST COMMENT 
MARCH 2015 
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Contributors: 

Jane Joimin  

(Environmental Education Officer)  

Guslia Lahasing  

(Conservation & Science Officer) 

Rita Ignatius  

(Manager / Executive Secretary) 

 

Compiled by :  

Jaaulorens Milog  

(Conservation & Education Assistant) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support us by taking PART in our  

Environmental Educational Programmes: 

  KK Wetlands Mangrove Experience 

Programme 

 Mangrove Conservation Experience 

Programme (includes tree planting in 

Tuaran) 

For information,  

+6088-246 955  

or   

swcs@sabahwetlands.org 

 

Like us on  

(https://www.facebook.com/

SabahWetlandsConservationSociety) 

 

Visit our website:  

www.sabahwetlands.org 

what’s happening on april 

Environmental Educational 

Programme 
 

SM All Saints : 2nd April 

UMS : 16th April 

SM All Saints : 7th April 

Jabatan Pendididikan : 27th April 

 

Engaging our Ex-Officio 

Courtesy Call to; 

 Drainage & Irriga-

tionDept : 8th April 

 Sabah Wildlife Dept : 

10th April 

 JKR : 23rd April 

 OUTREACH SM Tshung Tsin : 

26th April 

SMK Datuk Peter Mojuntin : 

30th April 

 Environmental Volunteer  

Programme 

 SM All Saints : 10th April 

 Desa Cargill : 11th April 

 SMK Tun Fuad : 29th April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


