
 

Sabah is so blessed with high biological 
diversity as well as cultural and social variety, 

making it one of the  greatest well-known 

nature tourism destination in the world. Sadly, 
the fast growing urbanization and human 

population has increased the demand of space 

and overemphasized economic growth over 
sustainability of resources has cornered the values of preserving the 

natural environment in the heart of men. Among various ecosystem in 

the biosphere, wetlands plays vital roles for the sustenance and 

dynamics of high number of wildlife and of human population. 
However, its values is not so popular, thus, degradations of the 

ecosystem balance in wetlands are not out of expectation. Fortunately, 

the growing scientific knowledge, technology, researches and by the 
roles of environmental lovers, the conservation of wetlands become one 

of the ‘hottest’ topics in conservation.  

 KK Wetlands, a preserved mangrove swamp (marine wetlands) 
managed by Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS) in the 

middle of dense urbanization of Kota Kinabalu city, the capital city of 

Sabah, is the last patch of mangrove forest in the city. Being aware of 

the values of wetlands and important of information sharing in 
conservation, SWCS, by using KK Wetlands as a model wetlands, put 

the goals on promoting and raising public awareness on wetlands 

conservation through various programmes held. Stay updated with the 
conservation efforts and programmes held by SWCS by reading our 

Monthly Newsletter, through our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/SabahWetlandsConservationSociety. Visit our 

official website at www.sabahwetlands.org. 

OBJECTIVES 

 To promote the     

conservation of        

wetlands in Sabah and 

the  variety of plants, 

birds and other kinds 

of organisms found in 

them. 

 To raise public aware-

ness and appreciation 

of wetlands and public 

involvement in       

protecting wetlands. 

 To manage Kota    

Kinabalu Wetlands 

(KKW) as a model      

wetlands centre for the 

purpose of conserva-

tion, education,         

recreation, tourism 

and research. 

Contact us: 

Tel:+6088-246 955  

Fax: +6088-247 955  

or   

swcs@sabahwetlands.org 
 

Like us on Facebook: 

(https://www.facebook.com/

SabahWetlandsConservation 

Society) 

Visit our Website:  

www.sabahwetlands.org 

Visit us today : Tue-Sun 

(including PH) 

8.00am—6.00pm 

Sabah Wetlands 

Conservation Society 

(SWCS)  

A Non-Government 

Organization working on 

Conservation of Wetlands in 

Sabah 

 

Established on  

22 August 2005 
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All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 

 

 Follows the public participation in our effort though Environment Voluntary Work at Page # 2 

 Our engagement with public in Environment Education Programme at Page # 3 — 4 

 Update of our mangrove restoration effort at Page # 4 

 Read the visitors feedbacks on KK Wetlands at Page # 5 

 Wildlife fact at Page # 6 

 Be an active volunteer as Voluntary Guardian. Check the info at Page # 7 

 Our Upcoming event on April — check at Page # 8 

What’s inside? 
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ENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTARY WORKENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTARY WORKENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTARY WORK   

 

5th March 2016  

 Throughout the activity we enjoyed working together as a team experiencing in 

helping cleaning up the mangrove swamp. We managed to collect 108kg of rubbish. This is a 

very good experience which helps this place to become clean for the visitors to visit. ~ The 

Institution of Engineers Malaysia, Young Engineers Section 

17th March 2016 

 We had the opportunity to know more about nature and 

their habitat. I team up with friends to collect rubbish and make 

the environment a better place. I am very happy because I can 

contribute something to keep this environment clean. I am also 

fascinated with the mangrove scenery and I enjoyed going through 

the mud and the water. ~ Maxwell Moringgon, SM Shan Tao 

18th March 2016 

 We gain so much experience and increase our awareness that we have to 

take care of our world by reducing our trash. Other than that, we had the chance to 

enjoy the nature by doing clean up around the Kota Kinabalu Wetlands especially 

picking up all the rubbish in the mangrove waterways side. Although we got our 

hands and feet dirty, we feel satisfied because we had gain new experience. ~ 

Mohd Nazri Adam, Asian Tourism International College, Kota Kinabalu 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMME 

 
 

11th March 2016 

 We had so much fun during this fieldtrip! We had learnt so much about 

mangrove and the animals such as crabs, birds, mudskippers and snake. We also had the 

chance to see purple heron and egrets. At the end of this visit we had played some 

games about the birds and the hunters.  

~ Xceleration Edu-System 

 

12th and 13th March 2016 

 We enjoyed the programme and 

gained knowledge about mangrove. Hope 

to come here again soon. Before we start 

our mangrove experience, we were 

introduced by the Kota Kinabalu Wetlands 

staff about the history of this mangrove 

conservation forest which is located in the 

middle of the city. The exhibition hall is a 

good start on gaining knowledge and information about the important of mangrove conservation forest to wildlife habitat. 

~ Rie Harada, Sabah Tourism Board 

19th March 2016 

 This place has very pleasing and interesting scenery. We saw a lot of 

different birds especially at the bird hide such as pacific golden plover, egrets, 

kingfisher and purple heron. The guide is also very informative and friendly. We 

learned so much about mangrove habitat and it is important to our environment. 

We will definitely come for another visit.  ~ Osaka City Higashi High School and 

Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, Japan 

1st Group, 12th March 2nd Group, 13th March 

22nd March 2016 

 I was satisfied.  It was a wonderful experience. It enables me to understand 

and appreciate more about the importance of wetlands conservation. I had great 

time by walking through the trail. The walk is very informative because the guides 

are very friendly and approachable. Thank you. ~ Muhd. Arbin Bin Ambo Sakka, 

Faculty Science and Nature Resources, Universiti Malaysia Sabah 

23rd March 2016 

 Best! But need a little improvement. I had a great experience in 

seeing the mangrove nearer and get to see a lot of purple heron which is a 

type of bird that is not easy to be seen. Other than that, I learnt how collect 

and plant the mangrove seedlings. ~ M. Faridzahelmy, Universiti 

Malaysia Sabah 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMME 

 

25th March 2016 

 We are fascinated with the view of this place especially the fact that it 

is located in the middle of an urban area. This mangrove conservation 

programme makes us realize that it is crucial for us as the community to spread 

the awareness to upkeep the benefits of mangrove habitat. From this visit we 

learnt that the existence of this place provide a habitat for animals mainly for the 

migratory birds to stopover during the winter season. Furthermore, we feel 

excited when we saw a big bird called the purple heron flying  at the open area at 

the bird hide.  Thank you for having us here at KK Wetlands. ~ Seishin Girls 

High School, Japan 

Continuous Effort—mangrove restoration 

The intense global climate change urges the world to take actions on mitigating 
the problem by controlling amount of carbon emission and increasing the 

carbon storage through forest restoration and the practice of urban forestry. 

Mangrove forest has higher effectiveness in carbon storing  compared to other 

types of forest. Among all the states in Malaysia, Sabah has the highest 
remaining mangrove forest covering the coastal wetlands. The protection of the 

mangrove forest in Sabah increased through establishment of forest reserves. 

However, some areas were deforested for agricultural purposes (usually prawn 
farming) and development.  

 Conservation of mangrove forests can be considered as a major strategy 

for global climate change mitigation. SWCS in collaboration with Sabah 
Forestry Department through a five years MoU signed on 2010, conducts 

mangrove restoration programs at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve in Tuaran. The 

collaboration was extended to another five years started on February 2016. On 

1st March 2016, we went to the planting site to monitor the growth of the 
mangrove trees together with Mr. Dauni from Sabah Forestry Department. On the 10th March, led by Mr Valentine (SFD) 

we went to survey a new mangrove planting site at Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve.  

Monitoring of the mangrove tree growth was 
conducted by SWCS staff together with staff  from 

SFD.  From left: Abraham, Dauni, Jamiss and 
Fabian. 

From left: Jepri Brahim, Recheal, Alex 

Yong, Valentine, Jenetintohu, Abraham, 

Guslia and Davisthon. 

The new planting site located at 

Sulaman Lake Forest Reserve. 
Inspection on the proposed new 

tree planting site. 
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Guest commentGuest commentGuest comment   

 
KennySvenson, USA — 4th March 2016 

 

“I enjoy very much my time 

spent here in the quiet of 
nature. I did not sight very 

many birds — but wrong time 

of the day. I will return 
another day at early morning. 

The time spent the in the quiet 

of natural world is very 
calming and good  for my 

spirit!  

Thank you so much!” 

 
 

 

Kanta Furukawa, Japan — 5th March 2016 
 

“I was surprised at big 

cicada! I was moved to see 
mangrove at the high 

tower. This is the first time 

experience for me. I would 

like to recommend this 
sight to my friends.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Tom & Barbara Evison, Australia — 10th March 2016 

 

“We are Biologist from 
Australia and worked in Sabah 

in the 70’s. This is our first time 

at these wetlands and we were 
delighted at the diversity of the 

mangroves and the birdlife, as 

well as the quality of the 

facilities — although we realize 
that in still in progress. The staff 

were very helpful and 

enthusiastic — even putting up 
with all our questions!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
David And Pamela, United Kingdom — 12th March 2016  

 
“We had a lovely visit here at the 

Wetlands.  It was a very peaceful 
and relaxing trip.  We saw many 

different types of crabs, mud 

skippers, skinks.  The birds we 

saw included, the purple heron, 2 
or 3 types of egrets, 6 pacific 

plovers.   

 It was well worth the visit 
and the staff here are very 

friendly and helpful.” 
 

 
 
Auke-FlorianHiemstra, Netherland — 17th March 2016 

 
 

“What a great project! Restoring 

the original mangrove habitat in a 
great way. What a special place. I 

will return in the wet season to see 

more. 

 Great work! Keep going!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa (Sabah) & Amanda (Australia) — 24th March 
2016 

 

 
“Very nice walk through the 

only wetlands sanctuary in an 

urban environment. Please 
keep up your restoration and 

preservation work.  

 We were happy to se 

the Purple Heron.” 
 

Furukawa (left) and his friend 

Melissa (left) and Amanda 

(right) 
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Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?   

 

 

 

Kingdom : Animalia 

Phylum  : Chordata 

Class   : Reptilian 

Order   : Squamata (Suborder : Serpents) 

Family   : Colubridae (Subfamily : Colubrinae) 
Species  : Chrysopelea paradise 

IUCN Status : Least concern 

Population trend: Stable 
 

 

 

KK Wetlands mangrove swamp inhabited by numerous species of 

birds, fish, amphibians, crabs and reptiles. Among these animals, there is this beautiful and elegant snake with 

systematic color arrangement, the Paradise Tree Snake. The population of this snake can be found in the 

tropical region, mainly in South-East Asia including Thailand, Malaysia Peninsula, Borneo, China and 

Philippine. This snake can be classified by their colors with oranges, greens, and black assault along the dorsal. 

The snake can reach up to 1.2m length (4 feets). 

 

The Paradise Tree Snake also known as Garden Flying Snake in some countries, as for its ability to glide from 

one tree to another. The gliding usually started from a high vantage point on a tree and land at other tree branch 

by immediately strangle at the branch. They can glide up to a dozen of meters or more, depending on the height 

of their vintage point. Typically they use they gliding ability to travel from tree to tree in search of food, or to 

elude capture predator.  

 

In KK Wetlands, the Paradise Tree Snake can be found along the boardwalk, sometimes sighted resting at the 

tip of a branch, on the boardwalk floor or at up on the roof of the small huts. The snake are really shy and will 

immediately run away when they detect human presence. If you wish to see one, you need to walk slowly and 

carefully look around.  

 

 

Fun facts of the Paradise Tree Snake:  

 Active time: Diurnal—early morning and late evening. 

 Food - house geckos, tokay geckos, bats, and frogs 

 Defensive behavior: bite quickly but have small mouths 

and teeth. They are not harmful to human and pets over the 

size of cats.  

 Venom toxicity: effective for geckos, frogs and bats. These 

are rear-fanged and a prolonged bite could cause swelling 

and pain at bite site. 

 Usually can be found between altitude 0 m to 500 m from 

sea level. 

Paradise Tree Snake: Paradise Tree Snake: Paradise Tree Snake: Not Dangerous, just BeautifulNot Dangerous, just BeautifulNot Dangerous, just Beautiful   

Photo adapted from: 

www.thailandsnakes.com 

Recently, on 23rd March, we caught one Paradise Tree 

Snake at the boardwalk in KK Wetlands and was 

released back to the wild. 
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(June 2016) 
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SUPPORT US BY JOINING OUR  

PROGRAMMES: 

Environmental Educational  

Programmes: 

 KK Wetlands Mangrove          

Experience Programme 

Mangrove Conservation            

Experience Programme (includes 

tree planting in Tuaran) 

Handcrafting from Mangrove 

Environmental Voluntary Work 

(*Contact us for activity booking form ) 

Tel No: 088-246955 

Email: swcs@sabahwetlands.org 

Contributors: 

Rita Ignatius  

(Manager / Executive Secretary) 

Jane Joimin 

(Environmental Education Officer) 

Guslia Binti Lahasing  

(Conservation & Science Officer) 

Toru Tamamushi 

(JICA Volunteer) 

Davisthon Soitoh 

(Conservation & Education Assist.) 

Zolkifli bin Bedjo, Recheal Jane 

Ronnie, Nurhidayah Sharmiera binti 

Mohd. Shukri  

(Internship Students) 

Compiled by :  

Davisthon Soitoh  

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967. 

SUPPORT OUR EFFORT! BE A MEMBER today!SUPPORT OUR EFFORT! BE A MEMBER today!SUPPORT OUR EFFORT! BE A MEMBER today!   

UPCOMING EVENT In AprilUPCOMING EVENT In AprilUPCOMING EVENT In April   

1st April 2016: EVW—COSMOPOINT College  
 

2nd April 2016:  EEP & EVW—4th Kota Kinabalu Boys’ 

Brigade Company 

 
9th April 2016: 11th SWCS Annual General Meeting 

 

20th April 2016: Mangrove Planting by PTPL College 
 

21st April 2016: Outreach to SMK Datuk Peter Mojuntin, 

Penampang 
 

23rd — 24th April 2016: 1st KK Wetlands Voluntary 

Guardian Workshop 

25th April 2016: Outreach (Environmental Talk) - Desa 
Cargill 

 

26th — 28th April 2016: Honorary Wildlife Warden 

Workshop by WWF 
 

28th April 2016:  Outreach to SMK Sri Nangka, Tuaran 


