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ON SEPTEMBER

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM OF CONSEVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
WETLANDS
The 1st International Symposium on Conservation and Management of Wetlands (ISCMW
2014) with the theme “Sustainable Conservation and Management of Wetlands” was held
in 2014 and resulted in a number of resolutions particularly on the conservation of wetlands as
Ramsar sites.
This year the theme selected for the 2nd International Symposium (ISCMW 2016) is
“Wetlands: Connectivity, Corridors and Catchments”, aimed to identify new and
innovative ways to conserve wetlands, to understand the scientific basis and the importance of
local stakeholders’ involvement in conservation and management of wetlands. The theme of
this symposium showed the importance of the relationship between the aspects of connectivity,
corridors and catchments, in order to secure the healthy and vibrant wetlands so as to enable it
to play an integral role in ecology of the watershed.
The first symposium in 2014 has been great platform for Sabah Wetlands
Conservation Society to form active networks with wetland managers in Malaysia and other
countries around in order to strengthen the knowledge sharing on the conservation and
management of wetlands.
As part of the objective of SWCS, i.e. to promote the conservation of wetlands in
Sabah, the symposium is here to provide a platform:
 To understand the scientific basis of the management and conservation of wetlands;
 To identify new and innovative ways of conserving wetlands; and,
 To highlight the importance of local stakeholders’ involvement in conservation and
management of wetlands.
Experts on wetlands management from Malaysia and countries around were invited to
share their knowledge in the symposium. People of various organizations and agencies,
including government agencies, NGOs, educational institutes, and practitioners from local
communities were gathered in the symposium to share knowledge, expertise and experiences
in managing various types of wetlands. Overall, the symposium was a successful feat,
however, the real challenge is what lays ahead in wetlands management.
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Opening Ceremony of the ISCMW2
Dr. Haji Rahimatsah Amat
Deputy President of Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society, plays
the role as the Main Organizing Chairperson of the ISCMW2,
2016.
Opening speeches by Dr. Rahimatsah, introducing the ISCMW
and the roles of Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society to the
attendees.

Datuk Haji Zainie Abdul Aucasa
President of Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society
Welcoming speeches by Datuk Haji Zainie, at the same time
introducing and thanking all the sponsors and the speakers for
contributing for the ISCMW2.

Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Masidi Manjun
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment, Sabah.
In his speech, Datuk Haji Masidi expressed his feeling of
privileged for being invited to officiate the ISCMW2, after
the ISCMW1 in 2014. Datuk Masidi is also a strong
supporter, not only to SWCS’s conservation efforts, but
also any kind of environmental related programmes or
efforts regardless of organizations in Sabah.

Datuk Haji Zainie (left) presented the
momento of appreciation to Datuk
Haji Masidi (middle), accompanied
by Dr. Haji Rahimatsah (right).
Photographer © Constantine Misi
All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967.

“Wetlands: Connectivity, Corridors and Catchments”

SWCS made another history for organizing the 2nd International Symposium on the Conservation and Management of Wetlands, on
27th—28th September 2016, at The Palace Hotel, Kota Kinabalu, .

Photographer © Constantine Misi

Datuk Masidi taking the chance to
take some photos.

PRESENTATIONS OF SPEAKERS
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

“Ecosystem
Approach
Management”

to

Mangrove

By Professor Dr. Jean WH Yong , IUCN
Mangrove Red List Coordinator, and Associate
Professor of Singapore University of
Technology and Design, Singapore.

SESSION I (Day I)
Presentation 1:

“Impacts of Coastal Development and Transformations
on Biodiversity and Fisheries Resources”
By Professor Dr. Chong Ving Ching, Unit Head of Marine
Living Resources for Biotechnology and Ecosystems Studies,
Institute of Ocean and Earth Sciences (IOES), University of
Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Presentation 2:

“Divers of Mangrove Deforestation in Southeast Asia”
By Dr. Daniel R. Richards, Project Coordinator, Ecosystem
Services in Urban Landscapes, ETH Zurich Future Cities
Laboratory, Singapore.

Presentation 3:

“Mangrove - Friendly Aquaculture”
By Professor Dr. Jurgenne H. Primavera, Scientist Emerita,
SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department, Philippines.

Dr. John Tay (middle),
chairing the first session
Guslia (right) and
Ghafur (left),
rapporteurs of the
session.

Photographer © Constantine Misi
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SESSION II (Day I)
Presentation 1:

“Area and Propagule Targets Lead to Poor Mangrove
Rehabilitation and Afforestration Outcomes”
By Mr. Dominic Wodehouse, Mangrove Action Project Advisory
Board Member, and PhD Student, Bangor University, United
Kingdom.

Presentation 2:

“Communicating Conservation : Lesson from The Coral
Triangle”
By Ms. Leliani Gallardo, Regional Communications
Coordinator, Coral Triangle Centre, Indonesia.

Presentation 3:

“The Impact of a Holistic Environmental Education
Programme in The Wetlands Conservation: Sabah
Wetlands Conservation Society Experiences”
By Dr. Haji Rahimatsah Amat, Deputy President of Sabah
Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS), Kota Kinabalu
Sabah, Malaysia.

SESSION III (Day II)
Presentation 4:

“How to Recognize Biodiversity Conservation of Mangrove
On-Site”
By Mr. Hiroyuki Hatori, Chief Advisor JICA-SDBEC
Project, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
Japan.

Photographer © Constantine Misi
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Presentation 2:

“Empowering Local Communications to Drive Water
Conservation : The River Ranger Project in Sg. Sugut
Sabah”
By Ms. Darsinah Pedro, Freshwater Officer, World Wildlife
Fund - Malaysia.

Presentation 3:

“Community-based Conservation
in Tun Mustapha
Marine Park : Case Study of Kampong Taripatan, Kota
Marudu, Sabah”
By Mr. Sabarudin Samba, Kelab Belia Anak Taripatan
(ANBATAR), Kota Belud, Malaysia.

PANEL DISCUSSION

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967.

CLOSING CEREMONY
Closing speech by Datuk Haji Zainie Abdul Aucasa
On behalf of SWCS, Datuk Zainie expressed his
gratitude towards all the distinguished speakers,
sponsors and supporters, attendees, and the organizing
body and staffs for all the efforts and support which
made the symposium possible.
Lastly, he invited the public, especially the experts to
help and support SWCS in the efforts to conserve the
wetlands. He hope that SWCS’s effort could reach
further to various wetlands areas in Sabah in the
future.
Datuk Zainie officially closed the ISCMW2 at 12.00pm, 28th September 2016, in The Palace Hotel Ballroom,
Kota Kinabalu.

Photographer © Constantine Misi
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Fieldtrip to Kota Kinabalu Wetlands

The fieldtrip in KK Wetlands was a big help for KK Wetlands itself when all the experts of mangrove gathered here in
KK Wetlands. Along the walk, there were able to identify more than 25 mangrove associate plants, contributing to our
plant list record in KK Wetlands. The discussion and suggestions from the experts, KK Wetlands decided to take a few
conservation approaches in KK Wetlands including to increase the mangrove plant species by planting other mangrove
plants from other places in Sabah, to establish a mangrove arboretum along the boardwalk, and to re-inventory the
mangrove species in KK Wetlands, to name a few.

A HEARTFELT APPRECIATION
The Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment Sabah
YB Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Masidi Manjun
All supporters, members of press, sponsors and donors who contributed in on way or
another to help our events to success; Government Bodies, Corporate Agencies, NGO
partners, members of the Management Committees, Volunteers, Staffs, Friends and
Families.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMME
7th Sept 2016: Staffs of Accounting Department of Jabatan Perkhidmatan Awam Negeri, Sabah

This activity is one of their annual activity to engage with community. In the past
years, they usually went to charity welfare houses. This years they decided to
engaged with environmental conservation. Here, they went for wetlands
interpretative walk and helped in our nursery at the end of the walk.

13th Sept 2016: Children Ministry of All Saint’s Cathedral, Kota Kinabalu

Exploring the mangrove together.

Nature protection is the duty of all people, and to love it, we must build a sense of
connection with the nature. As part of their learning process, these children brought
by their teachers here to learn and experience about the wetlands. Wetlands
ecosystem covers a huge percentage of the biosphere, thus, it is important to learn
about it.

“To bent a bamboo is from its shoot”
~Malay proverb~
Planting mangrove seedlings collected along
the walk.

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967.
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14th Sept 2016: Nakashima Secondary School, Japan

Talk by Toru Tamamushi, JICA Volunteer in
KK Wetlands

Little adventure; walking through the wet area
at the gravel path

19th Sept 2016: Third Country Training Programme

Third country training programme (TCTP) is held in
Sabah annually, hosted by Institute of Tropical Biology
& Conservation, UMS, to train people within
conservation of third countries. KKW is one of their
field training destinations during the training period.

The participants were brought to mangrove tour after the
presentation session from our Conservation & Science
Officer. Afternoon after lunch, they went to Sulaman
Lake Forest Reserve to plant mangrove trees.
Every second counted. No experience is too small!
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23rd Sept 2016: SM Tshung Shin, Kota Kinabalu

ENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTARY WORK
3rd Sept 2016: POLYTECHNIC College, Kota Kinabalu
Enthusiastic student from POLITEKNIK Kota Kinabalu
accomplished mangrove clean up and nursery work for
conservation of mangrove and wetlands.

Survival of the population of migratory waders is alarming due
to wetlands land use conversion. Lets write messages to support
the conservation.
Mangrove cleaning group

Nursery work group

Two heads are better than one, but with all people, we are
invincible!

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967.
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25th Sept 2016: POLITECHNIC College, Sandakan
Mangrove cleaning in only 40 minutes, but manage to collect 82kg rubbish comprising of mostly plastic bottles. Plastic
over - usage is just too bad for the environment in short and long term impacts, and even worst with improper waste
management. Practice 3R (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle).

INTERNSHIP
July — September 2016
SWCS provides opportunity
for students from higher
education
institutes
to
undergo their internship
training. It is a promising
period for them to learn and
gain experience in a real
Nurazmeel
Bahrom
working
environment,
regardless of their field of study.
These two helpful and cooperative students from UMS
have successfully finish their 12 weeks internship in KK
Wetlands. Bahrum is a Marketing student in UMS, while
Nurazmeel is of Conservation Biology course. Having a
non-science background, Bahrum have to do extra work to
learn about the ecosystem and scientific facts of the
wetlands in order to be able to help in handling
environmental activities, especially environment education
for students in KK Wetlands. Nurazmeel is an enthusiasm
and helpful person which help a lot in implementation of
environmental programmes in KK Wetlands. Of most,
during his training, he developed to love birds and it
becomes his new life interest. Hopefully, they will be
success in life. Congratulation!

Some of the memorable moments

ISCMW2
Nursery work: demo by
Azmeel

Environment Education: talk by Bahrom

WETLANDS AND MIGRATORY WADERS
Migratory Waterbirds
Kirby, J.S. et al. (2008) (quoted in EEAFP webpage) defined migratory birds as “species where a substantial proportion
of the global or a regional population make regular cyclical movements beyond the breeding range, with predictable timing
and destinations”. While migratory waterbirs (shorebirds) defined by the East Asian-Australian Flyway Partnership
(EAAFP) as “migratory birds ecologically dependent on wetlands”.
Migratory birds travel from breeding to non-breeding areas, and back again either on a broad front through the
landscape or via clearly defined, and sometimes narrow, routes. The total geographic area used by a population, species or
group of species through its annual cycle is termed a flyway (Kirby, J.S. et al., 2008).To date, there are 9 major flyway
routes of the migratory birds identified around the globe.
The Flyways:
i. Central Asian flyway
ii. Black sea/Mediterranean flyway
iii. West Asian-East African flyway
iv. East Atlantic flyway
v. East Asian-Australasian flyway
vi. Pacific American flyway
vii. Mississippi Americans flyway
viii. Atlantic Americans flyway

East Asian-Australasian flyway
A flyway routes in between the West Pacific flyway and Central Asian
flyway, passing through 22 countries. Among the countries are New
Zealand and Australia (Southern); Malaysia, Philippine and Indonesia
(Equator), and; Russia and Alaska, USA (Northern). The South-East
Asian archipelago benefits the birds as their stepping stones.

Most mammals evolve physiologically or genetically in order to be able to survive in specific
environmental condition. In temperate region for example, mammals have longer furs, storing thicker
fat layer under the skin and hibernating in winter. In opposite, most birds escape the winter by
migrating. However, some flightless birds like the penguins and some other birds chose to stay and
evolved to cope with the extreme low temperature.

“Migration is
a gambling
which their
life is the
bet...”

The migration season is between October to April, in which in October, During migratory season,
migratory waterbirds depend highly on wetlands areas along the migration route as their “refueling” station. Migration is not
an easy task for the birds. Migration is a gambling which their life is the bet, and some of them lost it. Like or not, it is an
escapable payment if they lost.

Threats and Conservation of Migratory Waterbirds
Since 1988, IUCN recorded about 33 threatened species of waterbirds, and only 6 species are improving in status to date
(Kirby, J.S. et al., 2008). With increasing awareness and studies, the conservation of the migratory waterbirds population has
become the world’s concern. Population size of some migratory waterbirds species shows extreme declines, for example, the
Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Eurynorhynchus pygmeus) whose numbers have declined from 2,000-2,800 breeding pairs in the
1970s to an estimated 100 breeding pairs today (IUCN Redlist, 2013). Identified factors of extinction of the migratory
waterbirds includes habitat loss, increasing pollution, overhunting and climate change.
Habitat loss in breeding areas and wetlands along the migration route remains the primary driver to the extinction of
many migratory waterbirds. For example, most of the wintering ground in coastal line of Some Endangered Wader Species
China converted to aquaculture ponds and industrial ponds, and; extensive reclamation in
Spoon-billed Sandpiper
South Korea, Japan, Singapore and China.
Pollutions such as plastic waste and toxic chemical release to the water body in
most industrialized regions contributes widely in the extinction of the species. For
example, in Hong Kong, an outbreak of botulism at one of the major wintering sites killed
73 birds representing 7% of the world population of the Black-faced Spoon-billed
(Platalea minor) from December 2002 to February 2003. Increasing levels of disturbance
Photo © Chris Kelly
by fishers and tourists and also hunting are threats in China and Vietnam. Fishers in China
White-winged Duck
collect waterbird eggs at nesting sites. (Read more in www.iucnredlist.org/
details/22697568/0).
Aside from habitat loss and pollution, climate change is one of the major threats
to migratory waterbirds. The effects of climate change including extensive drought season
in the tropics, flooding of wintering wetlands areas due to raising sea level, and raising
temperature during the day. Hotter temperature in the tropical area which is the refueling
station for the migratory waterbirds reduces the availability of fishes and other aquatic
Photo © Jan Harteman
animals in shallow water in the wetlands areas which are vital for the birds as their
Black-faced Spoonbill
refueling station. Higher temperature during the day boosts the exhaustion for the birds
when flying under the hot sun. In addition, climate change also change the behavior of the
migratory waterbirds, for example, change in migratory pattern where Still, many effects
of the climate change towards the survival of the waterbirds are yet to be discovered.
Hunting of waterbirds for food and feathers has been a traditional practices in
most countries since prehistoric time. Hunting is probably the lowest threats to the
Photo © Cp9asngf
waterbirds. However, development of sophisticated hunting equipment including guns and
White-shouldered Ibis
various types of traps made hunting of waterbirds as one of the concerned threats to the
species. Some species of waterbirds such as the wild geese, swans and ducks are the most
hunted species in European countries. In Sabah, egrets and wild ducks are hunted for
food.
The conservation of migratory birds requires multitude of approaches. Wetlands
such as mudflat, mangrove, seashores, marsh and peat swamp are critical site for the
wader during the migratory season. Important Bird Areas (IBAs) provide an important
foundation for the critical site, however to make it functions effectively in conserving
Photo © Jonathan C. Eames
migratory species, protection of the IBAs is needed. In addition, monitoring on the IBAs
Chinese Egret
such as providing annual record of the bird and indicating environmental changes which
could affect the birds population.
Since many migratory species are widely dispersed across their breeding or nonbreeding ranges, it is essential to address the human-induced changes at the wider
landscape scale, a very considerable challenge. Efforts to conserve migratory birds in one
part of the range are less effective if unaddressed threats are reducing these species’
populations and habitats elsewhere. International collaboration and coordinated action
along migration flyways as a whole are thus key elements in any strategy for the
conservation of migratory birds.

Photo © Masahiro Iiijima

KKW starts bird counting in October in order to find out the transition of number of migratory bird with cooperated
Voluntary Guardians. These data will be useful for the conserving migratory waterbirds in KKW.
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GUEST COMMENT
Kevin Kirkham, Northern Ireland — 4th September
2016
“Excellent reserve with good facilities. Patience is
needed in the hide to see species, but wait and they will
come. Species include Little Egret, Common
Kingfishers, Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker, Olivebacked Sunbird, Rufous-tailed Tailorbird, Purple Heron,
Glossy Starling, Doves and Pigeon. Recommended early
morning visit and don’t run around is as how you will
see most of what is there!”

Manika Naidoo, Melbourne, AUSTRALIA — 21st Sept
2016
“Very

heartened to see such commitment to the
environment here in KK. Mangroves are under similar
threat from development in Australia as well. I very much
hope the KK Wetlands win their Ramsar listing soon.
Loved the relaxing walk.”
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UPCOMING EVENT IN OCTOBER!
4th October 2016:

EEP with SK Tombovo

8th October 2016:

EEP with Inner Wheel

9th October 2016:

EEP with Koshi High School, Japan

10th October 2016: EEP with ITBC, UMS
11th October 2016: ISCMW2 Post Mortem Meeting
15th October 2016: EVW with Institut Latihan Perindustrian, Kota Kinabalu
21st October 2016: EEP with Student from England
22nd October 2016: EEP with SK Ladang Sapong, Tenom; Majlis Penganugerahan SERASI 2015/2016
peringkat Negeri Sabah.
25th October 2016: EEP with Forestry Student, UMS
26th October 2016: EEP with Jabatan Belia dan Sukan, Tongod, Telupid
30th October 2016: EVW (Mangrove cleanup) by UMS student

SUPPORT OUR EFFORT! BE A MEMBER TODAY!

Contributors:
Davisthon Soitoh
(Conservation & Education Assistant)
Toru Tamamushi
(JOCV Volunteer Staff)
Compiled by:
Davisthon Soitoh

SUPPORT US BY JOINING OUR
PROGRAMMES:

Environmental Educational
Programmes:
 KK Wetlands Mangrove
Experience Programme
Mangrove Conservation
Experience Programme (includes
tree planting in Tuaran)
Handcrafting from Mangrove

Environmental Voluntary Work
(*Contact us for activity booking form )

Tel No: 088-246955
Email: swcs@sabahwetlands.org

All donations made to the Society are exempted from tax under Subsection 44(6) of Income Tax Act 1967.

